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M 3 Our boy was shot! - Parents in favour of gun control

After the school shooting in Newtown, Connecticut in December 2012, so American
playwrights reacted. They wrote plays and published the book 24 Gun Cq
start a discussion they felt could no longer be ignored. The excerpt of the play
Time published in this collection of plays is set in a gun shop.

A. Approaching the text
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" Gun Control HRNE
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1. Work in groups of 3:

— Brainstorm possible connections
photograph on the left is the cau

— Now imagine it to be the other way ar
cause for the one on the left

— Share the results of your b
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2. Read the text and find information a iated with your earlier discussion.

Excerpt from The Next Ti ecilia Copela

CHARACTERS: ACK: Concealed means like ... hiding on your person,
JANE Mother you know, like under your shirt or something. 2
JACK Shop Owner JANE: Huh.
SCENE 1: The Next JACK: It doesn’t apply to this situation.
JANE: Sure.
JACK: Great. So, which one did you want to buy?
What are you looking to shoot? 30

JANE: I don’t know what I want to shoot, I just thought
I should have a gun. For ... protection I guess.

see in front of
canorder some  JACK: Everyone should have a gun for protection.

JANE: But what if I don’t know how to use it?
JACK: You just point and shoot. 35

carry a concealed firearm.  JANE: Are there rules about me keeping a firearm in
my house with kids?

JACK: I mean, obviously you should keep them in a
safe place.

JANE: My kids? 40
JACK: The guns. Keep the guns in a safe place.

JACK? [ mean, yes, but you're not carrying it JANE: Oh. Like ... high up on a shelf?

for use. ) ) JACK: Somewhere that the kids can’t get to them
JANE: But it’s concealed then ... in the bag. without supervision.

JACK: You’re allowed to bring it home. JANE: Is there a law for that? 45
JANE: Oh ...
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M4 The Second Amendment - background knowledge

The U.S. Constitution contains 27 amendments. These define personal
ranging from freedom of speech and religion to the rights of the accus
proceedings. The first ten amendments are known as the Bill of Rights. Th
Amendment provides for the right to bear arms.

A. Approaching the text

1. Match the words with their definitions.You can use a dictio

1. Constitution a) It establishes basic civil liberties t
violate.

2. Bill of Rights b) In legislation, this adds civil rights
the constitution.

3. amendment c) An organised, armed
government.

4. insurrection d) A system of fundamen
limits the authority o
and spells out freed

e federal gove
s and li ies for

2. Here are two more definitions. Read thg text he words they describe
from the text on the line.

a)

These are rights held by
These rights are associ
social control.

se are rights held by individuals.
e often associated with political
and economic freedom.

The Secon endment — different interpretations

ess that concern, the founders crafted the Second Amendment of
the Bill of Rights: “A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms,
shall not be infringed.”

However, the precise meaning of those words has proved enormously
controversial. One interpretation, dominant in the nation’s early years,
saw the Second Amendment as simply guaranteeing a “collective
right” of the states to have armed militias. In [the case] United States
v. Miller (1939), the Supreme Court declared that the Amendment’s
“obvious purpose” was to “assure the continuation” of the militia —
confirming the collective right interpretation.

inistrative institutions of the
ment and decide whether
constitutional. It is in this Over time, however, as more Americans sought to own guns for self-
hat the Supreme Court defense, more people believed the Second Amendment protected an
ential to influence the TSI P ot
sial, and economic life individual right” to keep and bear arms as well. In [the case ] District
of the country. It cannot, however, of Columbia v. Heller (2008), the Supreme Court agreed, though
make laws itself. noted that the “right to the Second Amendment is not unlimited” and
that there might be laws imposing conditions on the commercial sale
of arms. And in McDonald v. City of Chicago (2010), the Court ruled that state and local governments also

could not curtail an individual’s right to keep and bear arms.
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M 7 Should gun ownership be controlled? - A group disc io

controlled or not. Discuss the issue.

Gun ownership should be
more controlled!

Let’s discuss!

Task
Prepare for and perform a group

Follow these steps:

¢
¢

Prepare your position

Get into gr&® ivi roup into 2 pairs. One pair takes the
! position for ol and the other pair takes the position against

more gun coni{l artner, plan how to present your position
Q to the other pai ant facts, information and arguments from
9

r position, presenting as many supporting facts as you can.
e the opposing pair’s arguments, challenge their information and
ng, and defend your position.

Revefse perspectives

SVerse perspectives and present the opposing position. The other pair will
do the same. Discuss again.

Synthesis

Synthesise and integrate the best evidence and reasoning from both sides
into a joint position that all members can agree on.

Present your conclusions to the class.
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Kompetenzen

sich analytisch mit unterschiedlichen Textsorten auseinandersetzen

die Bedeutung von Waffen und Waffenbesitz in den USA anhand literarisc
nachvollziehen, verstehen und diskutieren

sich argumentativ in einer Abschlussdiskussion mit dem Thema ,,
den USA" auseinandersetzen

Niveau
Klasse 11-13
Dauer
3-10 Unterrichtsstunden (je nach Auswahl des Materials)
Einbettung

Die Einheit kann unabhangig vom Lehrwerk eingesetz . bietet sich

Hinweise

nWaffe 20 Grundschiler
in Newtown, Connecticut
harfere Waffengesetze. Die
gsitzen eine Waffe'.) ist fur Nicht-
terkulturellen Verstehens und
n Themas sollten sich die Schtlerinnen und
ch typisch amerikanischenThema ,Waffen
. Die vorliegende Unterrichtseinheit
sen Aspekt der amerikanischen Kultur

Alsim Dezember 2012 ein 20-Jahriger mi
sowie sechs Lehrkrafte in der Sandy Hook
totete, begann in den USA erneut die Disku
Waffenaffinitat der Amerikaner (4 i
Amerikaner oft schwer zu vers
aufgrund des leider immer wieder ak
Schuler? mit dem kontrovers diskutierten,
und Waffenbesitz in den A" aguseinander
verhilft den Lernenden zu esen Uber
und Tradition.

Zur Durchfiihrung

1. Stunde: G 3 i i ica - an introduction (M 1)

is Waffengesetz in den USA dient als thematischer
Der Text weckt Emotionen in den Schilern, die diese im Plenum

n task 2 diskfieren die Lernenden im Plenum, ob ein Schulamoklauf eher in den

be erschossen wurde, oder fragen Sie die Schiiler, ob ihnen ein aktueller Fall bekannt
em jemand Opfer der verhaltnismaRig lockeren Waffengesetze in den USA wurde.
nach ihren Reaktionen darauf.

1 GALLUP: ,Self-Reported Ownership in U.S. IS Highest Since 1993” www.gallup.com/poll/150353/self-reported-
gun-ownership-highest-1993.aspx. (abgerufen am 17.12.2014).

2 Im weiteren Verlauf wird aus Griinden der besseren Lesbarkeit nur , Schiiler” verwendet.
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