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Manuela Olde-Daalhuis, Dusseldorf

M1 How to write a comment in four steps

issue in a well-structured way. To do this, use the following fo
major parts of the text, the introduction, the main part and t

steps to create
conclusion:

Steps | Parts of the | What you do ...
text

1. collect ideas/take notes

2. Introduction | present the question/i

3. Main part a) present argumentgin favour of + exa or explanations
b) present argumen ples or explanations

4, Conclusion briefly sum your personal opBiion and give a final
comment

Now let’s take a closer look at the
Step 1: Take notes about

v" This helpsyoutostructure yourarg
(pros), then the disadvantages (cons).

v" Think about examples & i ould give to support your arguments.
Step 2: Start by writi : jon to the topic.

v To get your reader curio ted in the topic, you could refer to a recent
event, for example | experience or a famous person talking about the
problem.

v Make it cle; to discuss the issue.

Step 3: > our text, you state your opinion in detail.

In the conclusion, you clearly state your final point of view.

v Do not repeat your arguments. Sum up the pros or cons and their consequences
in your own words.

v' Make your ending personal: Think about possible consequences and effects of your
opinion or position.
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M 2 Structuring a comment

Discuss the following quotation: “Globalization is a fact of life. But | belie
underestimated its fragility.” (Kofi Annan, former UN Secretary-General)

structure the text correctly. 2. Reorganise the comment by writing
in front of the sentences.

Introduction

S2

we' have

A1

The former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan holds
of life but believes we have underestimated its fragi

B Whether globalization makes the world stronger or
the following.
C With this statement, the politician refers

of global
interdependencies in every field of life.

Main Part 1: Advantages

D Afurtherargument | would like to pre d ac€esstointernational
developments for the individual than ke the Internet.

E Thus, everyone can profit better learning Mpportunities, gain an
understanding about culture efse e, and m tact with people from all
over the world.

F In addition, the number reased if you are prepared to go
abroad.

G One enormous advantage is tronger cooperation in international politics.

H Some examples of this are the U WTO and the European Union.

When discussin

of globaliz
areas of our ever i

itivel

on, you must bear in mind how many
influenced by it.

Main Part 2: Disadvantage

J A lot of world have suffered from the financial crisis — they
have mes, their jobs.
K A sg ws a negative consequence of globalization is the
orism.
L ofi Annan points out, many areas of life can be easily affected due
M ising globalization can be seen in the disastrous effects of
the fi ial crisi® in recent years.
N The main son for these catastrophes seems to be global warming.
0] Thirdly, onpoint that cannot be ignored is the number of natural disasters that
e affeghed people all over the world.
can be best illustrated by the after-effects of 9/11, the high number of
deaths in the war on terrorism and restrictions in everyday life due to increased
security, for example at airports.
on
Q Finally, | wish to point out that a lot of these problems could be solved if we
continue to improve global cooperation.
R Taking everything into account, | agree with the statement that globalization is
fragile because there are a lot of dangers we need to consider.
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M 5 Discussing advantages and disadvantages

Many students dream of spending a school year abroad while others are q
and fear culture shock. What is your view on a school year abroad?

e sceptical

© www.colourbox.com

What should you take with you a year abroad?

Tasks

main part of the comment, you can use the help sheet “How
“. There you will also find some topic sentences for the main
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