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~Brits abroad feel no shame!” - Eine Kurzeinheit zu
interkulturellen Lernen am Beispiel des Urlaubsverhaltgn
Briten und Deutschen (Klasse 9-11)

on

Martina Angele, Konstanz

M 1 What the British are like ...: Pre-reading a

Tasks

1. Finish the sentence:

2. Read the list below with stereotypes about
— Which stereotypes surprised you?

— Which stereotypes didn’t surprise’y

— The British are proud to be

hare yo% ith other groups. Compare the stereotypes about the British with the
reotypes about the Germans.

the sentence: Typical British holidaymakers ...
h a partner: What are your personal holiday experiences with German people
or/and British people abroad?

Extra task: Draw a picture of a typical British person and a typical German person on
holiday.
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M 2 Brits abroad, feel no shame! Reading a newspaper
comment

The German Bild-Zeitung published an article about how British peopl
the newspaper The Guardian.

Task

Read the following newspaper comment carefully. While rea
information.

Brits abroad, feel no shame! We can’tlet the Germ
by Holly Baxter, 31 July 2014

There are few phrases that strike as much fea
the heart of the international community ag
abroad”. Really, it’s with good reason; as so
personally suffered through a number of Tho

a concrete staircase at 5
loungers by the pool with
a complete lack of irony, “
or it’s all over.” So not exaé

thls week ; g” the British tourists of Mallorca to its readership.
iency, they slagged off Brits on tour through a list of invented
g ’, for instance, as well as “vodka cough”, “underwear

en there was Prince Harry syndrome — “the pathological need to
which as a Tinder user I can reveal is not a quirk the British leave
shores of Marbella when they return home.

charge that the Brit on Vacatlon is always getting his or her kit off is “a touch
ritical”, it reminds us, for “anyone who has encountered the German love of
. The paper says that Bild “gloats” about our tendency to turn beetroot red in
nd “adds insult to injury” by cruelly stating that too much beer on the beach
makes us weigh down the plane on the way home. All in all, the impression is that a
German tabloid poking fun at our tan lines (or lack thereof) is one step too far.
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There is a German word for this sort of mockery, and it’s fremdschdmen. This

translates as “feeling embarrassed for someone you don’t know” or, mo
35 | “secondhand shame”, and it’s one of those linguistic innovations, like sc/

40 | we rather be flying the flag for Prince Harry syndrome and un
of the tramp stamps and dolphin tattoos adorning our sunbur,
down discount cocktails and increase the load of the plane
urban lives?

45 | Bild references when it mentions that young British

a young girl for giving a few blowjobs rathe
regard, the moral outrage brigade is genuinel
50 | to bring out their torches and pitchforks and

ritish lack of holiday
t themselves up topless

on the nearest Spanish beach while cheer ers to live and let live.

Personally, I’d much rather see a i the sun with their beer bellies on

55 | hidi i icki i a salad in the shade. Let them eat stale cake

ofout in Wallorca this summer. Let’s be proud of our

& | getting my Gangnam Style ta
e nond with classic self-deprecating laughter. See you

ridiculous Britis tage and
on the beach.

can’t let the Germans spoil our summer. In: The Guardian, 315t of July
com/commentlsfree/2014/jul/31/br|ts -abroad-feel-no-shame-germans-summer.

Holly Baxter: Brits at
2014. http://www.thegU@

.%fraid — 4/5 (Thomas Cooke) package holiday: a holiday planned
travel agency — 5 Malia: a village in southern Cyprus — 6 fledgling:
test to sth.: to show that sth. is true — 8 Mancunian: inhabitant of
ary: involving little physical activity — 20 to slag so. off: (slang) to criticise
ands: a person who has wandering hands tries to touch people for sexual
: Hautausschlag — 24 Tinder: a mobile phone dating app — 24 quirk: unusual
— 26 The Daily Telegraph: a British newspaper — 27 charge: here: accusation — 27 kit:
— 28 hypocritical: scheinheilig — 28 to encounter sth.: to experience sth. (unpleasant)
urism: Freikérperkultur (FKK) — 29 to gloat: sich hdmisch freuen — 29 beetroot: Rote
tabloid: Boulevardzeitung — 35 linguistic: sprachlich — 39 lewd: obviously sexual and
ansgression: action that goes beyond acceptable limits — 41 tramp stamp: (ugs.)
ein TattoO0"oberhalb des Hinterns — 41 to adorn: to decorate — 41/42 to chug down cocktails:
(ugs.) Cocktails hinunterschiitten — 44 Nlagaluf: a major holiday resort on Mallorca — 45 wont: to
often do sth. — 47 to round on so./sth.: to suddenly attack so./sth. — 49 to rally: to cause to come
together to make a shared effort — 50 pitchfork: Mistgabel - 51 decorum: controlled and polite
behaviour — 52 to admonish: to advise so. to do sth. — 55 flab: soft fat on so.’s body — 55 stale:
not fresh — 61 heritage: Erbe — 61 self-deprecating: selbstironisch
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M 5 Brits abroad, feel no shame! Summarising the text

Writing a summary means briefly stating the most important information of
own words. This worksheet gives you an overview of the different parts

and helps you to sum up the main points of the article.

Task

Summarise the article with the help of the table.

Introduction | The article Brits abroad, feel no shame!
spoil our summer, which was published in

can't let the

Lines 1-16 First, the author ...

Lines 17-25 Second, she introduces ...

Lines 26-32

Lines 334 herself is §f the opinion that ...

other point mentioned by the author is that ...

Finally, the author finishes the article by ...
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