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Landeskunde — United Kingdom

Diwali, Our Christmas — Interkulturelle
Dialogfahigkeit entwickeln (Klasse 9-11)

Jens-Peter Green, Oldenburg

Photo: picture alliance

Die Schilerinnen und Schiiler untersuchen ¢ l Jeispiel d¥s indischen Lichterfestes Diwali die zu-
nehmende Offnung der brid 5 Gesellschaiir religiose Minderheiten. Sie vergleichen Weih-
nachten und Diwali, er Qe Festtradit in ihrem Umfeld und diskutieren, inwieweit

gemeinsames Feiern g io multikdlturellen Gesellschaften starkt.

(G3), 9-11 (G9)

KOMPETE!

Klasse 9/10

Dauer: 6 Unterrichtsstunden

KgMpete Leseverstehen: Analyse (semi-)autobiografischer Texte (Roman-
auszug, Zeitungskolumne); 2. Interkulturelle Kompetenz: Offen-
heit gegeniiber fremden religiosen Traditionen; differenzierte,
empathische Wahrnehmung; dialogférdernde Kommunikations-
strategien

Them reiche:  Feste und Feiertage, indische Einwandererfamilien in GroRbritan-

nien, multikulturelle und multireligiose Gesellschaften
Material: Texte, Bildimpulse, zwei alternative Lernerfolgskontrollen
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Auf einen Blick

1. Stunde
Thema: Diwali Lights in Britain — seeing Britain as an increasingly
society
IM1 Useful links and literature / Sammlung von Link:
zur thematischen Vertiefung und Erweiterung
M1 Diwali Lights in Britain / Auswerten einer
M2 Rama and Sita / Uben des Hor-/Sehverstglens
M3 Diwali — Our Christmas / Untersuchen e
Textes unter inhaltlichen, sprachlichen un
M7 Diwali — Our Christmas: Vocab,
gung des Wortschatzes
Homework: 1. Do vocabulary exercis
2. Read M 3 and highli
Benotigt: L1 OH-Projektor bzw. B
[ Videoclip M spielgerate, Kopfhorer Bhternetanschluss
[ Folienkopie bzw. Qi 1, M3
N
<
&
2. Stunde 2
©
Thema: iwali in the 1960s — anding the Indian immigrant experience
M3 istmas / Untersuchen eines (semi-)autobiografischen Tex-
sprachlichen und textanalytischen Gesichtspunkten
M 4 aith / Untersuchen einer Zeitungskolumne unter inhaltlichen,

upd textanalytischen Gesichtspunkten

1. Do vocabulary exercise M 7, Tasks 2 und 3 (Diwali and Christmas, Diwali
ights)
- Read M 4 and highlight the important information.

Thema: Diwali in the 2000s — Understanding Diwali's cross-cultural potential
M 4 Face to Faith / Untersuchen einer Zeitungskolumne unter inhaltlichen,
sprachlichen und textanalytischen Gesichtspunkten
2 Diwali as a tourist magnet / vertiefende Textarbeit zur Vermarktung der
Diwali-Veranstaltungen in Leicester anhand eines touristischen Werbetextes
IM 3 How to celebrate green / vertiefende Textarbeit zur Verwendung von

Diwali-Feuerwerkskorpern anhand eines Sachtextes
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M5 Asking response questions — building dialogue / Dialogiibungen

Homework: Do M 5, Task 1 or Task 2.

4. Stunde

Thema: Showing interest — keeping a conversation going

M5 Asking response questions — building dialogue / Dialogiibunge

M7 Diwali — Our Christmas: Vocabulary Practice / Erweiterun
gung des Wortschatzes

Homework: 1. Do vocabulary exercise M 7, Task 4 (Diwali celebrations

2. Choose one of the following:

a) Interview a student at your school about his/h
religious minority and report back to your cl
student or a member of a humanist yout
minority at your school.

b) Research a festival of a religious min
brief presentation on this festival.

5./6. Stunde

Thema: Celebrating diversity a of festivals in

multicultural societies

M6 Celebrating dj nd Reflexion der Unterrichts-

ergebnisse

and unity / Tra

LEK

Thema: e Priifung: Textverstandnis und Stellungnahme)

iwali (schriftliche Prifung: Sprachmittlung) @ @

kénnen arbeitsteilig in einer Stunde bearbeitet und zu Beginn der Folgestunde aus-
n. Die Dialoglibung zu response questions (M 5) muss dann in verkirzter Form
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M1 Diwali Lights in Britain

Diwali, the five-day Festival of Lights, is celebrated by Hindus, Sikhs, Jains and some Buddhists, with each faith [i#King
different events and stories. The following quotations and photos inform you how Diwali celebrations have chan Britain
since the 1960s.

1 From a novel about a childhood in an English mining village in the 1970s

“[...] no one else in the world seemed to care that today was our Christmas [...] no tinsel!
or holly or blinking Christmas trees adorning? the sitting rooms windows in Tollington,
no James Bond films or Disney spectaculars on the telly, and nobody, not one person, had

wished me a happy Diwali [...]" © HPNadigMikimedR
CCBY-SA 3.0

Source: Syal, Meera: Anita and Me, Flamingo, London, 1997, pp. 91/92.

1 tinsel: das Lametta — 2 (to) adorn: formal: (to) make beautiful with decorations

Source: Chadha, Gurinder, film director, born 196
av/uk-41688568/london-eye-lit-up-to-mark-diwali-

Photo: Lopa Patel

3 BBC School Radio: Diwali — the festival of light
Sometimes we have to search for a light when life
the light in your life, what helps yo
in your life..?

en you are searching for
..] Are you the light for somebody

© Dinesh Korgaokar/
Wikimedia, CC BY-SA 4.0

Source: http.//downloads.bbc.co.uk/scl
13/07/2020).

71.2015, found at https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p037p002

1 Narendra Modi: Indian Prime Minister

blic Domain

asks

1. Think—Pair—Share: Briefly state what you learn from these photos and quotations about
(a) British Asians, and (b) Diwali.

@ 2. Jot down at least one question you have about what you are reading.
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https://www.bbc.com/news/av/uk-41688568/london-eye-lit-up-to-mark-diwali-for-first-time
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/uk-41688568/london-eye-lit-up-to-mark-diwali-for-first-time
http://asianculturevulture.com/portfolios/london-eye-lit-up-for-diwali-for-first-time-meera-syal-india-high-commissioner-among-guests-to-laud-spirit-of-togetherness/
http://asianculturevulture.com/portfolios/london-eye-lit-up-for-diwali-for-first-time-meera-syal-india-high-commissioner-among-guests-to-laud-spirit-of-togetherness/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/assemblies/frameworks/festivals_diwali.pdf
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Rama and Sita

In India, every child is told the story of Rama and Sita. In Britain, the story is a topic in Religious
Education classes and school assemblies. Watch this illustrated version of the story from an Indian
educational website:

https:/iwww.youtube.com/watch?v=pp59n0So-XE
Note that (in the video) Rama is shown in blue. In Hindu symbolism blue represents power,
magnificence, bravery, stable mind, and depth of character.

Tasks
1. Draw lines to match the characters (A) and their descriptions (B).

A — Characters B — Descripti

1) Dashrath (Dasaratha) a) demon king o

2) Ram(a)

3) Lakshman

4) Barath

5) Sita

6) Surpanakha m’s loyal younger brother

7) Ravan g) Raff’s beautiful wife

8) Vibheeshan ) monkey with superhuman powers
9) Hanuman i) son made king by Dashrath

. Write a caption of ea ow and explain what episodes from the Rama and

sode (a) and after episode (c).

Photos a and b: Source: Laura Gibbs, Public Domain, http://ouocblog.blogspot.com/
search/label/images %3A%20Ravana%20-%20Abduction; Photo c: Public Domain.
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M5 Asking response questions — building dialogue

Holidays and festivals are relatively safe cross-cultural subjects, and they may lead to mogdipers
conversations. Here are some basic rules that will help you to keep your dialogue flowi
Show interest. Listen carefully, and respond sensitively to what is being said.

e open.

Tasks

@ @ 1. In Meera Syal's Anita and Me, Mrs Worrall does not respond to wh
(Mrs Kumar) tells her about Diwali. In groups of two, prepare and

which Mrs Worrall shows real interest and asks questions

you know about Diwali, and try to keep the conversation

Mrs Worrall: You seem very busy today.
Mrs Kumar: Yes, lots to do. Getting ready fg¥ Diwal,
Mrs Worrall:

2. Imagine you could have a conversation with er life in India and Britain.
Write down five questions you would ask hef#'Start by rephrasing s Ing Poorna Shetty says
in her column. Here is an example:

You said in your column that, as a

ou spent Diwali with y8Ur Muslim and Christian friends.
Do you sometimes invite non-Indian frier&Qi

fo your h your family Diwalis?

Note how the speaker ay,
Diwali celebrations.

a Shetty’s preference for close-family

© RAABE 2020

a) A Muslim student: | realt gar Feast holiday. In Arabic,
i all it Seker Bayrami. It's the end of

some villages, people decorate springs and wells with flower
they try to outdo the neighbouring village.

riend: We sometimes have non-Jewish friends over for
Sabbath, and this is always great fun!

f) An English friend: We don’t have a national holiday in Britain.
Bonfire Night may be the closest thing. Or, probably in a very
different way, Remembrance Day.

Photos from top to bottom: © Quickfix\Wikimedia, CC BY-SA 2.0, © Tim Whaley/
Wikimedia, CC BY-SA 3.0, © Wolfgang Rink
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M7 Diwali — Our Christmas: Vocabulary Practice
@ The following exercises help you practise key vocabulary you need when talking aboug#felig
holidays and festivals, and the symbolism of light.

Tasks

1. Religions and worldviews: Lexical fields
Complete the following table. Use these words for the “place of
church (2x), gurdwara, mosque, temple (4x)

Religion/Worldview Follower

a) Christian

b) Methodist

¢) Hinduism

d) Sikh

e) Jai

) Buddhism 8
&

g) Islam 2
©

h) humanism

Lexical field “light”

the “light” words in the following passage and then match them to these definitions:
ove quickly and unsteadily

B. (to) give out light

C. (to) shine with a sharp, bright, changing light

D. (to) set fire to; (to) switch on
E.
W

a soft, steady light
rite down what comes to mind when you think of light as opposed to darkness.

b)
@ c) Optional: Comment on the use of “light” words in the last sentence.
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