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Racism and police violence in the USA - Uber
equal rights sprechen und diskutieren (S Il)
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Der Tod von George Floyd im Mai 2020 erschitterte™8
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© thom_morris,

elt und rief zahlreiche Proteste unter
dem Motto ,Black Lives Matter” hervor. Polizeigewalt und C&@en Zusammenhang mit Rassismus

beherrschen noch immer den Alltag ¢ ikaner. Jedes Jahferden Gber 1000 Menschen —
haufig Afro-Amerikaner — unbegriinde eist weilen Polizisten getdtet. Dieser
Kurzbeitrag behandelt den Vorfall und K& y & Zx-Prasident Barack Obama) sowie

historische Stimmen (John F. Kennedy und
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Police violence - current data

Percentage of deaths by
police officers
USA 2018
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Data source:
https.//de.statista.com/statistik/daten/studie/611009/um,
/durch-polizisten-getoetete-menschen-in-den-usa-nach-
bevoelkerungsgruppen/
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Data source: https.//de.statista.com/infografik/5487/toedliche-
polizeigewalt-in-den-usa/
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Black Americans 2.5X More Likely
Than Whites to Be Killed By Police

Percent disparity between each state's African American
population and percentage of blacks killed by police in 2019
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Police violence - finding out about the case

Police violence in America: six years after Ferguson, George Floyd's killing sho
changed

In 2014, Michael Brown’s killing by white police prompted talk of reform — bu
failed to stanch the bleeding

After the African American teenager Michael Brown was shot dead by a
Ferguson, Missouri in August 2014, the epidemic of police violence agai
US captured national and global attention, for a time.

When Brown was killed, the words of Eric Garner, gasping! “I can’

and talk of systemic reform filled the air.

Six years have passed. As national protests spread anew
George Floyd, another African American man killed b
be heard to ask what America has done to stanch® the bleedi agic answer hung heavily in the

air.

“What is true about this moment that was true in 2014 is that are the symptoms of a

tE)

centuries-old virus of white supremacy in Am cknett Cunningham, co-founder

of the Campaign Zero movement againg@police

e [...]

this set of circumsta

“[...] it took us hundreds of years to s, and it’s going to take us more
than six years to get us out. And it’s insulti
uproot* anti-blackness, and it i
directly benefits them.”

Floyd, 46, died under the knee of a Ve police officer as he struggled to echo Garner’s words: “I

can’t breathe.”

illions of Americans,” Obama said, “being treated differently on
tragically, painfully, maddeningly® ‘normal’ — whether it’s while dealing with the
or interacting with the criminal justice system, or jogging down the street, or just
7 [...] [441 words]

o birds in

Source: Mc&&Shy, Tom: Police violence in America: Six years after Ferguson George Floyd’s killing shows little
has changed, W The Guardian, 30 May 2020 found at https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/2020/mM¥/30/michael-brown-ferguson-america-george-floyd

iSp: to breathe heavily, to pant for air — 2 (to) be crushed: to be killed, to be put down — 3 (to)
stanch: A.E. for staunch: to stem, to stop — 4 (to) uproot sth.: to remove violently or tear away from native
place — 5 (to) come to grips with: to understand, to deal with — 6 maddeningly: unbearably, intolerably
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/may/30/michael-brown-ferguson-america-george-floyd
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/may/30/michael-brown-ferguson-america-george-floyd
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1) Barack Obama

After George Floyd's death and a week of protest in the USA, Obama ad se

nation https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkhidtTklxo.

Tasks

1. Read the questions below and then watch the video. Take notes.

2. Watch it a second time and finish your answers.
a) Why is former President Obama addressing his audience?
b) Who is he addressing specifically?
¢) What kind of frustration is he aware of within the you
d) To whom is he referring when speaking of “folks"?
e) How is he comforting them?
f)  Why is he talking about his daughters, nieces
g) How is he going about to diminish their de
h) What does Obama mean when talking about yo of urgency'?

3. Conclude: Point out the former President’s current situation.
debt: sth. that is owned or that one is obliged t
very strong — sense of urgency: feeling for acut
to change

transiormative: with the potential

2) Martin Luther King

Tasks
1. Read the excerpts from the sp Martin Luther King and highlight the most important

statements.

Indicate how

e owners — slaves — sweltering heat — table of brotherhood -

vicious racists

uords and expressions in the box are opposites or are used for contrasting?®
lines between them.
artin Luther King's words sound? Tick all the correct answers.

- prophetic - stirring* - inspiring

- furious® - optimistic - pessimistic
ide: Point out King's opinion and worries regarding the situation.

1 rhetoric: art of speech — 2 (to) contrast: to counterpoint, distinquish — 3 image: picture, impression, idea
— 4 stirring: touching, moving — 6 furious: very angry
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