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Landeskunde — Divisions and Groupings in Society

Monuments as symbols of hate, bigotry
and division? Uber englische und deutsche
Denkmalkontroversen sprechen (S Il)

Jens-Peter Green, Oldenburg

B T e s o

Die Schilerinnen und Schiiler untersuc
Denkmalern, welche Wertyg gen diese
gesellschaftlichen Konfli &osen konne@¥8ie diskutieren Strategien zum Umgang mit
polarisierenden Denkgie [IWp.das Sorech#n (iber interkulturell sensible Geschichtsthemen.

in ameriKanischen, englischen und deutschen
Ausdruck bringen und welche Emotionen und

KOMPETE}

Klasse 12 (G8); 11-13 (G9)

Dauer: o\terrichtsstunden + LEK

KgMpete terkulturelle Kompetenz: Denkmaler in ihrem historischen

d soziokulturellen Kontext verstehen; Wertewandel und

-konflikte diskutieren; 2. Ambiguitatstoleranz: mit Komplexitat und
Widerspriichlichkeit umgehen; 3. Sprechen: ein Rollenspiel zu einem
kulturell sensiblen Geschichtsthema durchftihren; 4. Sprachmittlung:
relevante Inhalte deutschsprachiger Textausziige in die englische
Zielsprache ubertragen

Thematische Bereiche: Erinnerungskultur im Wandel, Symbole, Black Lives Matter,
Kolonialismus, Antisemitismus

Material: Texte, Fotos

Foto: Julia Rendleman/Picture Alliance/Reuters
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Auf einen Blick

1./2. Stunde

Thema:

IM 1

M1.1

M1.2
M21

M2.2

M3

M 4

M5

Homework:

Benatigt:

Homework:

Controversial monuments: understanding cultural divisions i
Britain

Useful links and literature / Sammlung von Lin
zur thematischen Vertiefung und Erweiterung
Contested heritage: the Robert E. Le
Auswerten einer Bildcollage

The Robert E. Lee controversy / Auswe
Contested heritage: the Cecil Rhodes
Auswerten einer Bildcollage

Textcollage
Shadows of the past: t nberg Town Church/

Vorbereitende Hausauf
Shadows of the past: enkMal”, Bremen / Vorberei-

1.Do

Shadows of the past: the anti-Jewish carving, Wittenberg Town Church
rbereiten und Durchfiihren eines Rollenspiels

adows of the past: the “Anti-Kolonial-DenkMal”, Bremen/Vorbereiten
und Durchfiihren eines Rollenspiels

Symbols of hate, bigotry and division: vocabulary practice / Festigen
und Erweitern des Wortschatzes

Worthy of memorials? / Einbeziehen zusatzlicher DenkanstoRe

1. Do vocabulary exercise M 5, tasks 3—6.
2. Prepare for the unit review. Make notes on one of the tasks in M 6. You
may also use examples from ZM 2.
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5./6. Stunde

Thema: Divided memories, clashing values — reviewing the unit

M 5 Symbols of hate, bigotry and division: vocabulary practice / Festigen
und Erweitern des Wortschatzes

M6 Unit review: divided memories, clashing values / Reflektieren und
Vertiefen des Lernertrags

IM 2 Worthy of memorials? / Einbeziehen zusatzlicher DenkanstdRe

IM 3.1 Unit review, task 1: suggested answers / Lernen themenspezifis
Wendungen

IM 3.2 Unit review, task 3a): study aid card / Zuordne
interkultureller Kommunikation
ZIM 3.3 Unit review: task 3a): suggested answers / Zuordne

Homework: Read the suggested answers to M 6, task 1 (ZM 3.1).
that you might use when discussing the
societies.
LEK
Thema: Giants of our past (schriftliche Priifung: und Stellungnahme

zu Ex-Prdsident Trumps 4. Juli 2020)

Alternative LEK

IM 4 Principled, chiva
Sprachmittlung zu d¥

anto death? (schriftliche Prifung: @@
mal in Heidenheim a. d. Brenz)

Minimalplan
Je nach thematischem Konte en ein angelsachsisches (M 1 oder M 2) und ein deutsches
h die Unterrichtseinheit um zwei Stunden gekiirzt wird.
Die vertief@ide Abschl i kann auf Aufgabe 1 beschrankt werden. Dadurch verkirzt
ine weitere Stunde.
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M11

Contested heritage: the Robert E. Lee Statue,
Charlottesville, VA

Some monuments bring people together, others divide them. The Statue of Liberffflis an example

slavery but opposed equality for African Americans.

Task
Match the photos to the captions below, and write down any qudstions you may have.
Share your results with a partner first and then with the whole !

_ csville “Unite the Right” rally.

b) 2017: makeshift memorial to Heather Heyer (32), who was killed when a 20-year-old man
smashed his car into counter-protesters in Charlottesville (the text in the centre, If you're not
outraged, you're not paying attention, was Heyer’s last post published on Facebook)

Robert E. Lee monument in downtown Charlottesville, VA

d) 2017: White supremacists clash with police at “Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville.

e) 2020: Lee statue removed from the U.S. Capitol. It will be replaced by a statue of Civil Rights
leader Barbara Rose John.

f)  2017: Lee sculpture covered in black tarp following Heather Heyer’s death
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Contested heritage: the Cecil Rhodes Statue, Oriel College,
Oxford

Statues commemorate men and women regarded as heroes by those who put them up. Bu
nobody is a hero all the time, and opinions on who should be honoured change over time. C
Rhodes (1853-1902), imperialist, benefactor of Oxford University and namesake of one of the most
prestigious scholarships in the English-speaking world, is a good example.

Task
Match the photos to the captions below, and write down any questions you may
Share your results with a partner first and then with the whole class.

Cartoon: Edward L. Sambourné ! ain; PhOTO2*Mstacopsis Gouldi/Wikimedia cc by sa 4.0; Photo 3: Stephanie
Jenkins, Photo 4: Joe Giddens; Phot8 embile Msezane; Photo 6: 10L

Captions
a) 2015: Mrformance artistg@thembile Msezane lifts her wings as Rhodes statue comes down in

Street facade of Oriel College, Oxford, UK. The inscription below the statue reads
E LARGA MVNIFICENTIA CAECILII RHODES [Out of the great generosity of
Cecil Rhodes].
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M3 Shadows of the past: the anti-Jewish carving, Wittenbe
Town Church

The Town Church in Wittenberg is the place
where Martin Luther used to preach. High up on
its facade is a 13 century “Jews’ sow” carving. It
shows a rabbi looking under a sow’s tail and other
Jews drinking from its teats (photo 2).

“Jews’ sow” carving and cedar tree

HaMphoras”, is rom one of his anti-
Semitd s. It r€fers to the name of God,
ish tradition is considered too

Photo: Evangelische Stadtkirchengemeinde Wittenberg,
found at: https.//iwww.stadtkirchengemeinde-wittenberg.
index.php/de/staette-der-mahnung

holy to say.

Tasks

888 In small groups, prepare and prac
American tourists the anti-Semitic carvi

is role play: a German tourist guide shows a group of
the facade of Wittenberg Town Church. The group

arkers to explain the complex history surrounding it.
2n the monument in a way that changes its meaning.
onuments that honour other stories and people. (M 5, task 4)

Now decide who plays the role of the tourist guide and the American tourists. Prepare and

practise your conversation.

— The tourist guide should comment on the “Jews’ sow” controversy and the symbolism of
the cedar tree and the memorial plaque in the pavement.

— The tourists should ask at least one question or make one comment each.
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Unit review: divided memories, clashing values

Choose at least one of these tasks. Present your findings to the class (tasks 1 or 2), or perform your
conversation (task 3) or debate (task 4) before the class.

Tasks

1. Think — Pair — Share: Say what you have learnt about:
a) Monuments in changing societies,
b) Symbols,
€) Heroes past and present.

2. Think — Pair — Share: In 1992, American author Paul Auster wrote about the

“For the past hundred years, it has transcended? politics and idee
threshold? of our country as an emblem of all that is good within us.”

Source: Auster, Paul Auster: Leviathan. Faber & Faber, London /
Boston 1992, pp. 215/216.

1 (to) transcend: (to) go beyond — 2 threshold: here: entry point

Explain why, unlike the Robert E. Lee statues, the Statue
of Liberty does not divide Americans.

3. An American/British friend tells you about a contrs
monument in his/her hometown.

a) On your own or with a partner:

Choose a culturally safe strateg

i. Do you criticise the statue as d otry, and division?

ii. Do you suggest a solution to the ct?

ii. Do you ask quesi 0 learn moregRout the controversy surrounding the monument?

iv. media cover the controversies about racist
fop'a comment?
V. y oversial monument in Germany?
vi. Do you discuss w friend what kind of statues should be taken down and what
j gs should (ZMm 2)
vii. aat it is ngPre important to “right present wrongs” than to fight about

pnversation and act it out.

gtion: This House believes that monuments to historical figures should

is a guide to this topic at:
lick/en _DebatingMonuments
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