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Current topics in short 

The coronation of the British King: Who is 

Charles III? – Auseinandersetzung mit einem 

umstrittenen Monarchen (ab Klasse 10) 

Waltraud Feger 

 

Ist Charles III der Rolle des Königs von Großbritannien gewachsen? Bevor er König wurde, fiel der 

Monarch unter anderem durch öffentliche Meinungsäußerungen zu kontroversen politischen 

Themen wie zum Beispiel dem Umweltschutz auf. In einer konstitutionellen Monarchie wie der 

britischen jedoch hat der Monarch eine rein repräsentative Aufgabe und überlässt politische 

Fragen der Regierung. In den vorliegenden Unterrichtsmaterialien gehen Ihre Schülerinnen und 

Schüler der Frage nach, was den britischen König ausmacht und wofür er steht. Dabei setzen sie 

sich auch mit Charles‘ Rolle in den Medien auseinander, indem sie Bilder und das Video einer 

Rede analysieren sowie einen aktuellen Artikel über die Besonderheiten Charles‘ lesen. 
 

KOMPETENZPROFIL 

Klassenstufe: ab Klasse 10 

Dauer:  1–3 Unterrichtsstunden 

Kompetenzen: 1. Hör-Seh-Verstehen: Bildern und einem Kurzvideo zentrale 

Informationen entnehmen; 2. Leseverstehen: einen Zeitungsartikel 

verstehen; 3. Schreibkompetenz: schriftliche Kommentare 

verfassen 

Thematische Bereiche: British monarchy, British society, British values 
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Some highlights of Charles’ life – Working with pictures 

What do you already know about the British king? 

 

❶                ❷ 

  

❸ 

 

❹ 

 
 

Tasks 

1. With a partner, analyse the photos ❶ to ❹: 

a) Describe the photos. 

b) Speculate which of the photos were taken when Charles was still Prince of Wales and 

which ones were taken when he was already King. Give reasons. 

c) Choose one of the photos and research online about the occasion of the picture. 

d) Prepare a three-minute-presentation about your findings. 

2. Choose a photo of Charles III from a German newspaper or social media and cut or print it 

out. Prepare a short, written presentation with background information about the occasion 

to be shown in a gallery walk in class. 

  

M 1 
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Vocabulary 

1 to do things by the book: dem Formalen Genüge tun – 2 (to) be compelled: (to) be forced – 3 (to) 

uphold: (to) support – 4 accession council: der Thronbesteigungsrat – 5 if his public life thus far is 

anything to go by: wenn man nach seinem bisherigen öffentlichen Leben urteilt, könnte Charles … – 

6 commitment: das Engagement, die Verpflichtung – 7 awareness: das Bewusstsein – 8 (to) unveil: (to) 

show, (to) announce – 9 ambitious: ehrgeizig – 10 fund: der Anlagefond – 11 (to) raise: aufbringen, 

bereitstellen – 12 sustainable: nachhaltig – 13 keen: eager, enthusiastic – 14 organic farming: der 

biologische Anbau – 15 brand: die Marke, das Produkt – 16 charitable fund: der Wohltätigkeitsfond – 

17 under wraps: secret – 18 (to) admit: (to) confess – 19 irretrievable: unwiederbringlich – 20 (to) 

reklindle: wiederaufleben – 21 Platinum Jubilee: das 70-jährige Jubiläum – 22 Queen Consort: die Königin, 

die Gemahlin des Königs – 23 extension: an added part (to a building) – 24 carbuncle: die Eiterbeule – 

25 (to) preach his building preservation: here: das “Glaubensbekenntnis” zur Erhaltung von Gebäuden 

predigen – 26 patron: here: der Schirmherr – 27 monastery: das Kloster – 28 way ahead: weit voraus – 

29 curve: here: die Welle – 30 Countryfile: series of the BBC: here: „Landleben” – 31 (to) converse: (to) have 

a conversation – 32 greenery: here: das Grünzeug – 32 (to) instruct: to give orders – 33 (to) haunt: 

verfolgen, heimsuchen 

 

Prince Charles – A timeline of his life 

1948 Prince Charles is born as the first child to Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh and 

Princess Elizabeth, daughter to King George VI. 

1950 Charles’ sister Anne is born to Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip. 

1952 King George VI dies and is succeeded by Charles’ mother Princess Elizabeth, who 

becomes Queen Elizabeth II. 

1953 Charles’ grandmother, Queen Mary, dies. 

1953 Elizabeth II is crowned in Westminster Abbey. 

1958 Prince Charles is created Earl of Chester and Prince of Wales. 

1960 Charles’ brother Andrew is born to Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip. 

1964 Charles’ brother Edward is born to Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip. 

1967 Charles leaves school with six 0 levels and two A levels. 

1967 Charles attends Trinity College, Cambridge to study anthropology, archaeology and 

history. 

1968 Charles moves to Aberystwyth, Wales, to study Welsh history and the Welsh 

language. 

1969 Charles is invested as Prince of Wales at Caernarfon Castle. 

1970 Charles leaves university with two Bachelor of Arts degrees. 

1971 Charles starts training as a jet pilot. 

1974 Charles qualifies as a helicopter pilot and joins Naval Air Squadron on HMS Hermes. 

1981 Charles marries Diana Frances Spencer. 

1982 William is born to Prince Charles and Princess Diana. 

1982 The second son Henry, known as Harry, is born to Prince Charles and Princess Diana. 

1986 The marriage between Charles and Diana is broken. Charles turns to Camilla. 

1992 In Parliament PM Major announces that Charles and Diana are to separate. 

1996 Lady Diana’s and Prince Charles’ marriage is formally dissolved. 

1997 Charles’ former wife Lady Diana Spencer is killed in a car crash in Paris. 

1997 Queen Elizabeth is criticised for remaining in Scotland rather than returning to 

London because of Diana’s death. V
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