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Business communication: speaking

The future of businesses — How to use
megatrends to a company’s advantage

Clemens Kaesler, Frankenthal

© Klaus Vedfelt/DigitalVision

flir Unternehmen tiefgreife ,di or die Herausforderung stellen, ihre tradierten
dieser Unterrichtseinheit wird diese Thematik
erarbeitet, damit sie in der Fremdsprache anlass-
ehen und (iber sie kommunizieren konnen.

vir padlet

2 Unterrichtsstunden inkl. LEK

1. Kommunikation: relevante Inhalte prasentieren; 2. Lesekompe-

tenz: Texten relevante Informationen entnehmen; 3. Problemldse-

kompetenz: SWOT-Methode in einem Fallbeispiel anwenden

1) Suchen, Verarbeiten und Aufbewahren; 2) Kommunizieren und

Kooperieren; 3) Produzieren und Prasentieren

Thematische Bereiche:  Zukunftswerkstatt, Fallstudie

Medien: Texte, Bilder, Cartoons, Statistiken

Zusatzmaterialien: Differenzierungsmaterial , picture description”, SWOT-Analyse zur
Personlichkeitsentwicklung, Lernerfolgskontrolle
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Auf einen Blick

1./2. Stunde

Thema: From present to future — how decisions in the present can shape the future

M1 What will the future bring? — Introduction to the topic / mithilf
Bildimpulsen und Zitaten in das Thema ,Zukunft” einsteigen
M2 From garage to world giant — the story of Amazon / die E
Unternehmens Amazon erarbeiten

icklung d
Benotigt: L1 OH-Projektor, Dokumentenkamera bzw. Beamer/Whitetard
] Folienkopie, Ausdruck bzw. digitale Fassung von M 1
L1 Internetzugang fir die Recherche in M 2

3./4. Stunde

Thema:
M3
morgen entdecken
M 4
Covid-19 auf die Digitalisi
Benotigt: L1 OH-Projektor, Doku hiteboard

] Folienkopie, Ausdruck bzw. le Fassung der Cartoons in

M3 und M 4

5.-8. Stunde

Thema: ; yments that will shape our future

M5 ¥ g re —what are the megatrends? / die Mega-
M 5a i anisation and mobility, globalisation and the multi-
M 5b 2 2: The'changing nature of careers and healthcare / Mega-

M i : The skills gap, resource scarcity and climate change and

M 6 ructure of a presentation on the topic megatrends / Megatrends

interessant und informativ prasentieren

[ vorbereitete Stationen mit entsprechendem Platz (ca. 4—6 Schiilerinnen
und Schiiler pro Station)

] Kopien der Stationen in Klassenstdrke (M 5/M 6)

L] ggf. Endgerdte zur Erstellung einer Prdsentation in Padlet

41 RAAbits Berufliche Schulen Englisch Dezember 2021




6 von 32

Al Business communication: speaking » Beitrag 60 » The future of businesses

9.-11. Stunde

Thema: How the future influences business models
M7 How to prepare your business for the future / die Zukunft er en
M8 Futurology — prepare the German bike manufacturer G

future / eine Unternehmens-Fallstudie l6sen

Benotigt: [ ggf. Endgerdte zur Erstellung einer Prasentation infadlet

12. Stunde
Thema: LEK
ZIM 3 Test on megatrends and future of busi

ZM1_picture description A2 ial auf@em Niveau A2 zur Bild-

ZM2_SWOT analysis personality B1, B r Nutzung der SWOT-Analyse

ZM3_LEK future of businesses

Minimalplan

Sie haben nur drei Stu Baung? So kdnnen Sie die wichtigsten Inhalte erarbeiten:
1./2. Stunde: Megatrends Y Sta ithout presentation) M5
future ®r German Bike Manufacturer GBM M8

erungssymbolen

Tauchen diese Symbole auf, sind die Materialien differenziert.
Es gibt drei Niveaustufen, wobei nicht jede Niveaustufe extra
ausgewiesen wird.

L) a)

mittleres Niveau schwieriges Niveau

es Niveau
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What will the future bring? — Talking about the future M1

What does “the future” mean to you?

@ TODAY’S FORECAST =~

Picture 1 © JacobH/ E+

Picture 3 © urbazon/ E+
Tasks
1. Look at the pictures.
a) Describe what you can see in
b) Analyse what the pictures have
¢) Explain what “the future” means t

If you need help, you can use the TIP sh i )
. Alot of philosophers ang d witty sayings about the future.

r some previous day. (James Joyce)

V. The future rewards those who press on. | don’t have time to feel sorry for myself. | don't
have time to complain. I'm going to press on. (Barack Obama)
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COVID-19 - leading to a digital transformation? M 4

“Who led the digital transformation of your company?
a) CEO
b) CT0

oG

From: https.//iwww.cubility.com.au/is-covid-19-forcing-your-digital-transformation-12-steps-to-move-faster/ [last access:
26/10/2021]

Tasks
1. Look at the quiz question above. Discuss the message of the quiz question witild partner.
2. Mediation: You can find this cartoon in a German business magazine.

a) Describe the cartoon in English.

b) Explain its idea to an English colleague (who doesn’t speak Germag.

If you need help, you can use the TIP sheet provided by your teach

SOWE

COVID-19

-} sme Office
‘deo Stre>- ~

01 IS Ll

Sein Konzept ist - bargeldloser
wirklich innovativ. ‘ 7ahlungsverkehr
Endlich jemand der -&. "rning
die Digitalisierung
ernsthaft vorantreibt.

s e B A
\ )\ | A— |

Source: © Christian Mé,

3. Read the text Digi 1 gorkplace. Answer the questions. Then, compare
your results with a pa
a) Expla

in the term ,, formation” in your own words.
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'Wd and services become so popular during the pandemic?
of virtual events in comparison to real events?
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Futurology — prepare the German bike manufacturer GBM
for the future

Nobody can forecast the future with 100 % certainty. But there are certain methods
which help to prepare a business for future challenges. One of these methods is the so
called SWOT-Analysis.

SWOT is an acronym for strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.
The analysis is presented as a square segmented into four quadrants, which stan
for S-W-O-T.

The key findings and conclusions on a company’s situation are groupe
quadrants. The completed structure of the SWOT analysis helps the ma
develop new measures for the future.

Strengths Weaknesses

Opportunities Threats

Tasks

Get together in groups of three.

1. First step: Read the case study on GBM and ma

2. Second step: Each group member develops a SWOT ¢
sheet so that you have enough in the quadrants
elements in the case study.

relevant information given in the text.
n a sheet of paper. Use the complete
d information. Find the SWOT

4. Fourth step: On the basis of the megatre@ilgyou have&Vorked on, develop a business model for
Internet research.

work in IT, administration and marketing. Although cycling is a very
at present times, with sales numbers on the rise, GBM sales are on the decline. In the
t, there is a high demand for electric bikes and gravel bikes (a mix of racing and
nfortunately, GBM doesn’t produce any of them. GBM’s product portfolio® focuses
on racing bikeS*#igh-end bikes), mountain bikes and city bikes. The development of the city bike
sector and the mountain bike sector is shown here:
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