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The Circle by Dave Eggers — dystopia or reality?
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Topic 1

Worksheet: The workplace of the future

Pre-reading activity

I. Look at the pictures of modern offices and describe what is special about
them.
Info: Pictures 2 and 3 show the Google offices in New York.

N

2. Flash feedback: Would you like .2 work in .. place like this? Why (not)?
Sum up your thoughts in ouic contence.

Working with the ruvel - Use ycur own words as far as possible

3. Read prges1 -12 »f the novel The Circle to find out why the protagonist Mae
apy.lec for ajob at the company. Give evidence from the text.

4. >can pages 13-70 and sum up what the text tells you about the aims and
development of the Circle and about Mae’s job at the company.

5. In spite of her enthusiasm, Mae encounters some critical situations in her
first weeks at the Circle. Explain why Gina from CircleSocial (pp. 94-101)
and Alistair (pp. 105-109) are dissatisfied with Mae’s behaviour. What do
these incidents show you about Mae’s attitude towards her job?
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Topic 4

Worksheet: The brains behind the business
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Analysin¢ acartoon

I. Describe what the cartoon shows.

2. Explain and interpret the statement the cartoonist wants to make.

3. Reflect on reasons why Bill Gates has become so successful. You may do

some research on his biography.
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Topic 4

Matching activity: The “Three Wise Men”

4. The founders of the Circle - Ty Gospodinov, Eamon Bailey and Tom
Stenton — have succeeded in creating a company that is “among the best-
known in the world” (p. 2). Find out more about the personalities of the
“Three Wise Men” (see pp.15-27). Work with a partner and match their
names with the fitting descriptions and quotations.

Descriptions
capitalist global titan philanthrepis.
nerd do-gooder genius
Ty Gospodinov cuson Barey Tom Stenton

Qr.otaion

“In a world whr re “I've been workingon  “Meanwhile...

bad choices are no some new projects, there’s another area

longer an option, we lots of very cool of public life where

have no choice but to things, so I've been we want and expect

be good.” (p. 290) less social than I transparency, and
should have been.” that’s democracy.”
(p- 468) (p. 205)

5. Share your results in class and describe the differences between the three
characters. What do you think is the secret of their success?

28 RAABE UNTERRICHTS-MATERIALIEN Englisch Sek. II
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Topic 4

Working with the novel

6. Now read the scene at the aquarium in Book II of the novel (pp. 466-477).

a) Concentrate on the three animals, whose behaviour patterns resemble
that of the Three Wise Men. Match the animals with the characters
and explain why the author has chosen these symbols.

Ty Gospodinov Eamon Bailey Tom St~ ton

(g

b) Analyse what the experimeits in th. tank tell the reader about the
future development of tho Ciici.

Working with the artic.e - Use your own words as far as possible

7. Explair. what Scotc Rosenberg, the author of the article, means by the
expt2ss.on “cr.lt of the founder” in the title.

8. Recd the article and decide which of the following statements are true or
false. Tick the correct boxes.

true  false

a) Silicon Valley entrepreneurs inspire universal admiration. O

b) High-tech companies are faced with a great number of O d
unexpected social and legal issues today.

c) Founders of startups are usually not aware of all the O d
consequences of their activities.

d) Global players like Facebook and Twitter are more successful O O
in dealing with social and political issues than smaller firms.
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