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Changed priorities ahead: the short story “Loose Change” by Andrea Levy

cts

Changed priorities ahead: the short stoxy
“Loose Change” by Andrea Levy

called Laylor is the only person who

conversation with Laylor, the narrator is a refugee from

Uzbekistan who is forced to sleep rough i London. Initially, the
narrator feels sympathy for Lay i elping her and even
inviting her to her home. She is remin gative experiences of her
Caribbean grandmother, wh i London with the help of a
stranger. But her sympathy for La changes into aversion, as she is repelled
by her outward appearance and her aviour during their encounter. In a
twist of the story, the & leaves Laylor and abandons her

original plan to help her.

peat advantage of the short story is its brevity
g a short period of time. In a quickly sketched
comes to the point more or less immediately. It leaves

interpretation.

ly applies to the plot in “Loose Change” confronting us
perspective of a first-person narrator, whose attitudes may or
ay n&§ be shared by the reader. The author almost inevitably is part of this
Nobel Prize winner Nadine Gordimer put it in an interview: “I love
to write [short] stories. It's such a wonderful form, like poetry, because it’s so
distilled. [...] To me a short story is like an egg: When the beginning comes to
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Facts

About the author

Andrea Levy was born in East London in 1956 and
youth in this part of the city. The daughter of Jamaica

considering the connection between Britj
In 1948, Levy’s father sailed from Jam
Windrush and her mother joined hi

history and ti§of the Caribbean.
d on the SS Empire
ometime later.

The Windrush experience

The SS Empire Windrush car
1948. [...] Many people came to Eng
immigrants that had cqgme

England for the first time in
, and by 1956 there were over 40,000
. Year by year, up to 700 West
Britain. The population increased

available; many British workers had been
ere was a housing issue: many houses had

young Black woman visiting Jamaica after a nervous breakdown to discover
her own personal history.
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icl
Setting the scene and meeting the characters
Working with the videos
1. The Caribbean experience: Watch the two video clip the B

drama Small Island (2009).

a) Describe the experiences of the Jamaican peofle shown in
two video clips.

b) Describe the relationship between Ho nd Q n her
attempt to help out.
e Post War Blues

www.youtube.com/watch?vaj3in chg&imlex=4&list=PLO-
wxly9sHyYrytydLbuVLIm&q gA

e What are chips?

www.youtube.com/watc UPRk&list=PLO-
wxlygsHyYrytydLbuVLIm8q A&index=5 (0:00-2:10)

m Small Island

ing a room in Queenie and Bernard’s London house, facing
ite neighbourhood.

tline mpressions you get in this video clip of the glamorous

tyle in London and an impossible love story.

ting Hill: Trailer
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ig_88q9M3SU&pbjreload=10
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Topic 1
6. Examine the characters more closely by completing the followin ks:
a) Describe Laylor’s outward appearance.
b) Examine the narrator’s reaction when Laylor’s brot
does she make of him?
c) Explain why the narrator worries about the w
d) Describe what the narrator thinks will happ
her home.
7. There is a stunning resemblance between i
artist Frida Kahlo and the girl Layl
Change”. Apart from their outwar
both seem to share a love of the arts.
a)
b)
10 Unterrichts-Materialien Englisch Sek. 1
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O

Topic 2

Plot and language of the story

Who?
First-person narrator of Caribbean
descent;
18-year-old girl Laylor
from Tashkent;
Laylor’s younger brother;
two ladies in the Gallery café

What?

How?

Mainidea
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Topic 2

examples for the language devices in the table and analyse

and context.

Language devices

Examples

allusions

(expressions designed to
call something to mind
without mentioning it
explicitly)

“She had ... such a solid jaw line
that she looked to have taken a
gentle whack from Tom and

idioms

(expressions with a
figurative meaning that is
clear to a native speaker)

Jerry’s cartoon frying pan”
(p.43,1I. 10-13) \

similes

(figures of speech involving
the comparison of one
thing with another thing of

adifferent kind)
repetitions

(repeating something that
has already been s
written)

o else, especially

jects
representing something
abstract)

18
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The Windrush generation

London is the place for me

London that lovely city

You can go to France or America

India, Asia or Africa

But you must come back to London City ...

Lord Kitchener (Aldwyn Roberts),

Calypso singer and composer, 1948

Empire Windrush. The event prompt
immigrants being allowed to settle,in nd the ship’s arrival

marked an important moment in iti istgry. ‘As we got closer to

8 were hoping to find work - there were
ent in the West Indies at this time. They knew

' some industries the demand for labour was so strong that
orkers were recruited in their home countries. The National Health
elcomed West Indian nurses, and London Transport recruited bus
ivers and bus conductors. A labour exchange (employment office)
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