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Text

Amy Tan: “Two Kinds”

could open a restaurant. You could work for the govern
retirement. You could buy a house with almost no mgq
become rich. You could become instantly famous.

5 “Of course you can be prodigy’, too,” my mother
“You can be best anything. What does Auntie Li

is only best tricky.”
America was where all my mother's hopes lay
after losing everything in China: her mot mily home, her
10 first husband, and two daughters, twin ever looked back

We didn't immediately pick the r1 i 1gy. At first my mother
thought I could be a Chinese Shj We'd watch Shirley's old movies
on TV as though they were tr

15 say, “Nikan” - You watch. And I wo ee Shlrley tapping her feet or smgmg a
sailor song, or pursing
goodness.”

“Ni kan,” said my mothefja
know how. Don't need talent

oom and tried to wet down my hair.
egro Chinese,” she lamented, as if I had done this on

! prodigy: a person, especially a young one, of exceptional talent or ability
? Shirley Temple: American child star (1928-2014)
3 crinkly: having tight waves or curls
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Topic 1

Reading for the gist

Pre-reading activity
I. What do you know about first, second and third genera

partner.

2. Shortly before the World Cup 2018, two Ger

with Erdogan and que
footballers’ loyalty to Germdily
Western values.

Yream and wants her daughter to become famous. However, Jing-mei
&9els and, although she practises hard, a public piano recital ends in a

dtrophe. Jing-mei refuses to ever play the piano again.
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2) | The narrator of the story is Jing-mei, a young Chinese
parents emigrated with their children from China to S

Jing-mei, the narrator of the sto
parents emigrated from China

everything to make her daughte
is quite happy to go alo i
realises that she is jus
wants her to be and rebels.

Plot scramble

Jing-mei offends and hurts her mother.

ing-mei fails tests to become a young genius.

Jing-mei starts piano lessons with Mr. Chong.

Jing-mei and her mother get new inspiration from the Ed Sullivan Show.

———————_ .
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ic3
The conflict between the generations
Conflicts between mothers and daughters
1. Collect frequent reasons for frictions between mothers an ters
a) ...when the daughters are teenagers and still li
b) ...when they are grown-up and have moved
2. Analyse the influence of the mother’s Chinege bac e conflict
with her daughter in the short story “Two 4
Cartoon analysis
3. a) Describe the cartoon below.
b) Interpret its message and relS§g it to th sage of the short story

“Two Kinds”".

astigmatism:
an eye condition that

causes blurred vision

@ Guy & Rodd/Distrbuted by Universal Uclick via CartoonStock.com
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