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Nigeria’s national identity

What Nigeria means to me
by Reuben Abati

The various reactions on Independence Day yesterday

future holds for the entire country.

The last time Nigerians fo
under the rule of General Sani A
Abacha, however, but how military r

this kind of crossroads was
a. The issue was not just about General
ad led the country into a ditch, and

e disappointment today is of a
raised the people’s hopes beyond the
e Nirvana that they wanted was at the

15 the people wanted somW s different.
different form of extractio .
stratosphere: they assured tIigaf that

igeria is easy, it was just that the wrong

20 d the people are transferring their anger unto

ange agents who promised a revolution are in disarray,

igerian moving forward must ask the question: what does Nigerian
e? Too many compatriots relate to this country as an abstraction.
30 When they hear Nigeria, the only thing they think of is their ethnic root. They
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Topic 5

incumbent government and its politics? Mer
Association with my parents and old frie
blood? Or is Nigeria nothing, no more th
option, or at best, mere geography crashi

re also not willing to throw
remains the home of my children and

their great-grand childreg
the opportunities I have
your landscape too. What

i What Niggia means to me, in: The Guardian Nigeria, 2nd October 2016, found in:
g/onidion/what-nigeria-means-to-me/
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Worksheet: Nigeria’s national identity

Reading comprehension

I. Read the text “What Nigeria means to me” carefully?
following sentences are true or false. Tick (V') th rect d give
proof from the text.

tru false notin
the text

a) ‘Great Nation’ is a song making Nigeria oud. O

b) Many Nigerians are unhappy withgome minor as 0 O o

of their country.

c) Nigerians have always livedin a

d) People are realising that th ve been deceived and 0 o o

let down.

e) Many Nigerians wo pilyjPhange their O o o
nationalit

f) Irela ame problems that Nigeria 0 O o
faces today.

els detached from his country. O O o

Nigerfé®Stifers from insect plagues. 0 d O

ording to the author, Nigeria is not a hopeless case. [ [1 [
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Topic 5

Working with the song

Song “Great Nation” by Timi Dakolo
Link: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y20hlyXx3kE

2. Many Nigerians would like to adopt ‘Great
national anthem.

a) Listen to the song and take notes on its ts.
b) Give your opinion of the song. Ex hy you it,or do not like it.

c) Reflect on possible reasons
why it was proposed as a

national anthem.

d) What picture of Nigerj
people did you get fro
text “What Nigeria means

me” and the “Great :1*‘ ' =

. i T AMERG .
Nation”? Out Lo e e T
. . - i ‘._
impression. )

Comment

3.  Write about o

es.” — Alplbnse Karr (French journalist, author and critic, 1800-1890).

Comment on this quote, referring to experiences and information
iven in the text and the song.
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