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Experiences of female migrants in Great Bri
and the USA as portrayed in literature
by Rita Reinheimer-Wolf

Facts

Topic 1: The living conditions of immigrants in Great Britailand the USA

Topic 2: A vulnerable female existence 16

Topic 3: Refugees 26

Topic 4:Mother and daughter 34

Topic 5: Racism on a London bus 41
g Topic 6:: An arranged marriage 47
232 Topic 7: Discussion 56
©

Competences

students enhance their reading comprehension
in various ways. Competences such as analysing, interpre-
trained. Additionally, the students practise their spea-
and broaden their knowledge of vocabulary. Students are
eSS their opinion and comment on several issues.
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M3 Worksheet — a vulnerable female existence

Annotations

publisher Oxford University Press — 5 flummoxed: confused, perplexed — 6 recusancy laws: i

who refused to attend Anglican services

Language and style

Draw of words,
mérica is confronted
notations are.

1. Read the extract from The Tortilla Curtain by T.C4
expressions and phrases denoting the hostile
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2. Describe the style employgs its effect on the reader.

Working with the text
3. Briefly describe finds herself in after having crossed the Mexi-
can-America

4. State which of the
choic

ing character traits refer to América. Give reasons for your
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Feedback sheet for peer feedback of short presentations

Criteria

+++ ++ +

Needs im
reasons)

Content
(comprehensive,
detailed, convincing
examples)

Discourse
(coherent, ap-
propriate for the
audience)

4

Language
(vocabulary, gram-
mar, intonation and
pronunciation)

Body
language
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(gestures, facial
pression) %
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Topic 5: Racism on a London bus

M8 Shereen Pandit — She Shall Not Be Moved

@ In the following excerpt from the short story She Shall Not
tagonist describes her experience as an immigrant woma
narrator is accompanied by her young daughter Mariam
Anyhow, this bus finally comes, I put Mariam up al
Then I try to move her along into the bus ahead giime.

the bus, only I can't
this woman to move

out of the way —it’s one of those mod
—when I see what the probl
10 There are these two women, SI in those 1old-up seats in the pram space.
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. One of them’s wearing a butto-
. The other one’s wearing a colourless
crumpled and none-too-clé of some kind. The big-breasted, big-botto-

15 SBapugh in the arm to lift a good few down the

eir seats fold up. Only they're staring hard out of the window,
aven't heard a word of what’s going on, and if they did, it’s

isle. T look hard at them, trying to will them to look around. They finally

25 ist looking round to see the havoc they've caused. They're still trying
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M9 Worksheet — racism on a London bus &
Approaching the topic

@ 1. Do research on the different ethnic groups living in Lo se e fol
wing questions as guidelines for your research:

»  Which ethnic groups live in London at present?
»  Which professions do they have?
e How many of them are unemployed?
» What are their living conditions like?
* Are there many/not many interracial
e Are most women employed or do t

;
work sewives?

Language and style

2. Name all adjectives and expressions e extract and describe

their function.

ibing people in

Working with the text
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3. Outline the conflict convemsli

4. a)  Describe the constell Nalgpters in the extract. You are free to use a
diagram with boxes and bols fo illustrate the relationships and attitudes

in th¥ situation of the Somali woman. Imagine that she tells a
what she has experienced on the bus. Act out the conversation
omali woman and her friend in front of the class.
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Topic 7: Discussion

M12 Task
Prepare a discussion in your class on the following question:;
Being a female immigrant — what does it mean?
Imagine that the different female characters of the extracts i
in the discussion. Decide which woman you would like to r
cards can be used during the discussion:

A) América (The Tortilla Curtain)

You talk about your fear of being raped by th

en at the Me merican border

and your life under the bushes. For you, migrant represents a

nightmare compared to the peaceful in your Mexican Sillage back home. You

have lost faith in the realisation of the Am
to Mexico than go on living like

B) Laylor (Loose Change
You talk about the strang&gTe at the Nalfonal Portrait Gallery. You cannot un-
derstand why the young wo
nice person full of & turned out to be completely unreliable. You don’t
really know hq, London if everyone is so hostile towards you.
n sleeping rough.
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