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R.20
Literature — Short stories, fables and fairy tales

Fay Weldon: “Weekend” — Analysing the short stor

Carmen Miintzenberg

Die Kurzgeschichte ,Weekend vo l! WeldPn handelt von Martha, einer Frau, die ein
Wochenende mit ihredmmailie und nden auf dem Land verbringt. Wahrend sie sich um
die Kinder, den Hawfhalt &N das Wol r Gaste kimmert, wird sie von ihrem Ehemann
Martin herabwii godelt ung”in traditionelle Geschlechterrollen gedrangt. Die
Geschichte zeigt dieSQEergfnwettigew Konflikte in der Ehe und thematisiert die Belastung,
die durch Rollenbilder esellschaftliche Erwartungen an Frauen entstehen. Anhand des

Materials, § die Sche nen und Schiiler mit Inhalt, Figuren, Themen und Sprache
der shorfis
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KOMPETENZPROFIL

Dauer: 9 Unterrichtsstunden

Kompetenzen: 1. Leseverstehen: eine Kurzgeschichte lesen u
2.Umgang mit Texten und Medien: die shgyt story
analysieren und interpretieren; 3. Sprec ichi
Klasse und in Gruppen austauschen; an eine
teilnehmen

Thematische Bereiche: gender relations, identity, equalitdf family, society, s
story

aufnehmen (1896) oder an Wahlen teilnehm

kaum verwunderlich, dass die in gewj
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Auf einen Blick

1./2. Stunde
Thema: Introduction to the topic — Gender roles
M1 Talking about surveys — Household chores / Um

Wochenendaktivitdten und Arbeiten im Haush
Statistiken auswerten und mit den eigenen Erg
M2 Focus on gender roles / Den Begriff ment,
(EA); einen inneren Monolog verfassen
(EA); ein Rollenspiel durchfiihren (G

Benétigt: - digitale Endgerate und Interngtzugang zum E
sowie zum Lesen des Textes

der Umfrage

3.~7.Stunde

Thema: “Weekend“ - Reading a alysing the short story

M3 Fay Weldon: tory “Weekend” lesen

M4 “Weekend“ cters / Sich lber erste Eindriicke zur

Kurzgeschichte §); die Geschichte in eine graphic story
umwandeln (GA n zu Martha, Martin und Katie sammeln

(GA):4ig.B g der Figuren und ihre Funktionen untersuchen (EA);
red efrbeiten (EA)
M5 ' — Narrativ®’perspective, style and language / Die
e peRty ersuchen (EA/PA); die Sprache der short story
anal (EA); ein Video zum Thema, creating suspense“anschauen,
~ f ,Weekend“ anwenden (EA/PA);
Benot itale Endgerdte und Internetzugang fiir die Erstellung der graphic

und zum Anschauen des Videos
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8./9. Stunde
Thema:

M6

Benétigt:

Women'’s roles in the 1970s

The role of women — Women in the 1970s / Eine Werbung au
analysieren (EA); die Rolle von Frauen in den 50ern bis 80egn recher
(EA); die Figuren Martha und Katie vor dem historischen ext
analysieren (PA); die Intention der short story diskutieren (

+ digitale Endgeréte und Internetzugang fiir d'Q

&
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Focus on gender roles

1

© RAABE 2025

Find out about the term “mental load”.

a) Read the article: https://raabe.click/mental-load. Sum up the main asp
text.

b) Give a two-minute speech that explains and defines the term “me
relate to its consequences.

¢) Think of your own “mental load” on either a school day or a
activities. Write an interior monologue on such a day.

Analyse the cartoon and comment on the gender roles as th

Imagine you and your spouse are at a restaurant together wi

of the husband’s cars needs a check-up and the garage

afternoon.

“I bought you a cook book.
ink of it as technical support.”

© Cartoonstock
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Fay Weldon: “Weekend“
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the car and the three children appropriately dressed and in t
complete with educational games and wholewheat biscuits.
When everything was ready in the car Martin would switch
come downstairs, lock up the house, front and back, and
Weekend! Only two hours’ drive down to the cottage
three hours’ drive back on Sunday nights. The ple
guests in between. They reckoned themselves fortu

On Fridays Martha would get home on the bus at repare
tea and sandwiches for the family: then she nd put
the sheets and quilt covers in the washing i : take the
country bedding from the airing basket oks and the games,
plus the weekend food — acquired at j oyt the week, to

lessen the load — plus her own folder
drawing materials (she was a market advertising agency,
j are T-shirts, Jolyon’s

rder, Jasper’s cassette

antibiotics (he suffered from sor
player and so on - ah, the so on! -
quickly, into the boot.
Very little could be left in the
to burglars”: Martin) Then Mart¥gpwould run round the house tidying
and wiping, doing thi

: cws, while Martha cleared away the tea
ol up for the best positions in the car. “Martha,”
to get Mrs Hodder to do more. She takes

wie€ a week to clean. She was over seventy. She
an hour. Martha paid her out of her own wages: well,

a long hard week, and now had to drive. Martha couldn’t. Martha’s
e had been suspended four months back for drunken driving.
e agreed that the suspension was unfair; Martha seldom drank to
excess: she was for one thing usually too busy pouring drinks for other
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“Weekend“ —The plot and the characters

1. Read the short story “Weekend” by Fay Weldon.

2. Gettogether in groups of four students. Share your initial thoughts about
Write down the main aspects of your conversations in the form of a protocol.
talk about:

— the plot / the developments in the story

— your impressions of the characters

— important themes of the story

- the setting of the story

— personal experiences with situations mentioned in the st

— new / interesting vocabulary

— possible questions / discussion topics

3. Form new groups of four students.

a) Share your protocol.

b) Change the short story into a graphic stor
https://makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/.

) Present your graphic stories to your
differences.

4. Analysing the characters I: Martha, Martin an
a) Gettogether in groups of thre

or Katie. Collect as much inform
outward appearance, behaviour, cha
b) Share your results in

5. Analysing the characters II*

a) Describe and analyse th

¢) Describe and 34 ie’ / function in the story.
6. Analysing the

Choose one of L
N, arreegou are creating an account on social media. Include a
ave to invent some aspects that are not given in the text) as

dd “stage diré@ons” that indicate her intonation and the pitch of her voice.
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