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The Reception of National Socialism from 1933 to the Present. M
perspektivische Einblicke in den Umgang mit dem Nationalsozi
in Deutschland und dem Vereinigten Konigreich erhalten (Klas

Yvonne Arnold, Koln

The Nation, New-York.

olicy” in the 1930s,

itler’s “peace

“We didn't know 3 Klassenstufe: Klasse 9/10
response in Gerngs
the terrors of
deportations,

extermination

Dauer: 6 Unterrichtsstunden

finally Bereich: 20. Jahrhundert, National-
political sozialismus, 2. Weltkrieg
any, many

Kompetenzen:

— den Nationalsozialismus in den
globalen Kontext einbetten

before 1 September — den Umgang mit dem National-
sozialismus zur Zeit des Dritten Reichs
e distance ourselves, und in der Gegenwart reflektieren
VWWII, so completely that no - dieWahrnehmung Hitlers im Ausland
ed to be learned from the past? Are untersuchen

and the National Socialism
t an easy way to boost sales and
encoura son YouTube?

This teaching module focuses on the events
between 1933 and 1945 with an emphasis of a
global responsibility for WWII and asks the
question, whether we use or abuse our history.
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Verlaufsiibersicht zu den Stunden
1. Stunde: Hitler’s policy up to 1939

Material Verlauf

M 1 Impressions of the German Army / Einfihrung in die Aul} olitik Hitlers
durch Auswertung eines Schaubildes der militarischen Auf Deutsch-
lands

M 2 Hitler’'s policy from 1933 to 1939 / Verfassen von Tageb
Eckpunkte der Politik Hitlers aus unterschiedlichen i
tiven bewerten

2. Stunde: Hitler — a threat from the start?

Material Verlauf

M3 Hitler’'s policy seen from abroad / Analy
einigten Konigreich und den USA in ar

M 4/M 5 Opinions on Hitler / Analyse von Zi
scher Seite aus

3. Stunde: World War Il from an international pers

Material

Verlauf

M 6/M 7

National timelines / Nachvollzi sverlaufs und Evaluieren der

Wendepunkte in arbei

4. Stunde:The end of World War Il and the

Material

Verlauf

M 8-M 10

The deal of the Qare e g
zwischen Truma 2
arbeitsteiliger Grufiing

Material

M1

Verlauf

The Queen a fan of Hitler? / Analyse und Interpretation eines Fotos von 1933
und eines Zeitungsartikels von 2015
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Materialtibersicht

1. Stunde Hitler’s policy up to 1939

M 1 (Gd) Impressions of the German Army — commenting on a statisti
M 2 (Tx) Hitler’s policy from 1933 to 1939 — a timeline

2. Stunde Hitler — a threat from the start?

M3 (Bi) Hitler’s policy seen from abroad — analysing a ca

M4 (Tx) Views of Hitler’s foreign policy —an American n

M5 (Tx) Views of Hitler’s foreign policy — British Foreig

3. Stunde World War Il from an international per

M 6 (Fo/Ab) Map of the world

4. Stunde The end of WW Il and the Potsd

M7 (Tx) Axis powers and Allied fo — national timelin
M8 (Tx)

M9 (Tx)

M10 (Ab)

5. Stunde

M1  (Ab/Fi)

M12 (Ab)

6. Stunde

M13 (Tx)

Ab: Arbeitsbla
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National Socialism

The Other Side of Modernity 8
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M 2 Hitler’s policy from 1933 to 1939 - a timeline

In September 1939, Hitler commanded German troops to invade Poland. Find out ut
foreign policy leading to that event.

1 February 1933: Hitler in a radio address to the German people: “The fir
to ensure freedom for our people: It is our duty’ to ensure an
peace between the countries.”

3 February 1933: Hitler tells of his plans for Germany in a speech: “{.."
east to expand? the country and ,germanise’ it.
world and especially the League of Nation
guarantee success.”

14 October 1933: Hitler leaves the League of Nations. He clai

26 January 1934: Germany and Poland sign a non-
honourable intentions by signing a
respect its borders.

16 March 1935: Compulsory® military servi
German men had to serve gl i y, which had previously

been forbidden by the milita aty of Versailles.
18 June 1935: The Anglo-German n greement is sign¥d. The United Kingdom
allowed Germany to bui it was smaller than the

British one. Germany could o the UK’s 100 ships.
1936: opulation is too high. [...] the

war.

7 March 1936:

12 March 1938: Austria beco
in@msAustrian

gPpart of¥the German Reich. Claiming to help in an
aflict, German troops cross the border into Austria to

15 March 1938: 0 Czechoslovakia. Breaking his own agreement from

2ar before, Hitler’s troops march into Czechoslovakia and occupy

any. Hitler agrees to leave the rest of the country in peace, if the
etenland, where many Germans live, is allowed to be transferred
ermany.

1 duty: Pflicht — 2 to expand sth.: to make sth. bigger — 3 League of Nations: Volkerbund - 4 disarmament:
reduction of weapons — 5 compulsory: sth. you must do because of a law or a rule - 6 fleet: all military ships

Task: Choose one country mentioned in the timeline above. Write a diary entry from the
perspective of this nation’s citizens commenting on Hitler’s agenda before 1 September 1939.
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M4 Views of Hitler’s foreign policy -
an American newspaper (1933)

From an article published in the The Daily Herald, a U.S.-American newspaper (30 Janu 1933)

Adolf Hitler — the Clown who wants to play statesman

Adolf Hitler, a stubby’ little Austrian with a flabby? handshake, shifty?
Charlie Chaplin moustache®. What sort of man is he to lead a nation? [.

Adolf Hitler’s whole career has been one surprising illusion [...] t
rather in the seat of power [...] tomorrow he might not.

ay he is in power [¥W] or

Annotations

1 stubby: small - 2 flabby: weak — 3 shifty: looking dishonest on the upper lip

From the notes of Orme Sargent, a
Office (1935):

Itis probable' that 4
internal® problem™

As long as
run* he wi

.

to be true — 2 to resort to sth.: here: to use sth., to go back to sth. — 3 internal: here: only within/
the long run: in the future — 5 militarism: belief of a government that a state should have a
strong army of weapons to defend itself if necessary

Task

Analyse the writer’s opinion on Hitler’s foreign policy.
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M 7 Axis powers and Allied forces — national timelines

Group 1: Axis powers

Germany

1 September 1939 Invasion of Poland:The country is overrun in a few
German army has fast moving tanks which are su
planes.The Polish army is defeated in a few we

April 1940 Invasion of Denmark and Norway: The Ger
iron and, therefore, Hitler decides to invade

June 1940 Walking through the Benelux states: The Ge i France
and conquers itin a short time.The isi
occupied; the south is then ruled b
1940-1941 German air planes bomb impo iti like London and
April 1941 To help ltaly, Hitler orders th i slavia and Greece. He
also sends troops to Eg
22 June 1941 Three million German tro
quickly advancing to Mosco
down.The planii
kill the people t
6 December 1941  Hitler declares war on t

1942/1943

8 May 1945 ¢ iny surrenders.

(Colour: red)

1940 invade the Balkan region to secure the oilfields

1941 auan soldiers are attacked by British troops in North Africa.

(% British troops land in Sicily, Italy declares a ceasefire with
e alliance.
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M8 The end of WWII - the deal of the three powers

Here is an excerpt of the transcript of the recordings during the Potsdam Conferenc

The Potsdam Conference (17 July-2 August, 1945), First Sitting 17 July, 1945

Churchill: [...] | want to raise only one question. | note that the word “Germa
here. What is now the meaning of “Germany”? Is it to be understood in the sa
before the war?

Stalin: As she is in 1945.
Truman: She lost everything in 1945; actually, Germany

Stalin: Germany is, as we say, a geographical concept. i ay for the time
being. We cannot abstract ourselves from the result

Truman: | quite agree with this, but some de i ept of “Germany” must be
given. [...] Perhaps we shall speak of Germany as before the war, in 19377

Stalin: That could be taken formall t so. If a German administration

Truman: It was agreed at the Cri at territorial questions should be settled at
a peace conference. How are ncept of “Germany”?

after the Versailles Treaty.

e the Germany of 1937, but only as a point of departure. It is merely a
e convenience of our work.

Tasks

1. Read the text and take note of the most important results.

2. Present the results in your core group, then complete the worksheet (M 10) and compare
them to the resolutions of the Treaty of Versailles.
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M 13 Their Royal Heilnesses — how to judge past opinions

In July 2015, the British tabloid “The Sun” had a provocative title on the cover pagdy Th
was reported on in the German media.

“Their Royal Heilnesses: Secret 1933 film shows Edward VIII teaching this
Queen.”

n-tv.de: Samstag, 18. Juli 2015
Buckingham Palace liber Video emport: Siebenjahrige Queen zei

Schock oder Bagatelle? Ein Video zeigt die kleine Elizabeth, spa
Madchen einen Hitlergrul3 zeigt. Flir Historiker interessanter dir
spateren Konig Edward VIIl., sein. Der Palast zeigt sich verargert.

dem spateren Konig Edward VIIl., zu sehen. Die Er
Arm.

, der vor acht Jahrzehnten
ilienarchiv ihrer Majestat
sagte ein Sprecher. Laut
es 1933 oder 1934 auf dem
die spatere Konigin Elizabeth
an das Material gekommen ist, ist

Der Palast reagierte umgehend: ,Es ist enttdusch
aufgenommen wurde und offensichtlich ausglem
stammt, beschafft und auf diese Weise
~Sun’ die das Video in der Nacht zum Samsta
koniglichen Landsitz Balmoral aufgenommen wo
II. im Alter von etwa sieben Jahren zej

unklar.

»,Die meisten Menschen werden diese Bilde angemessenen Kontext und aus der Zeit he-
raus sehen”, zitierte die Nac Palastquelle. Das ist eine Familie, die
spielt und fur einen Moment &% este Bezugimmt, die viele in zeitgendssischen Nach-

richtensendungen gesehen hal§ niemand gewusst, welchen Verlauf die Ge-
schichte nehmen werde. Die DieQs und ihrer Familie an ihrem Land wahrend
des Krieges und die 63- Jahrlge Rg eit der ; :
Queen, in der sie , Brigk 2 Nationen und
Volkern” gebaut ha (i Ibst. [...]

gner Konig und
dankte bereits m 5 ] Jahres Wleder

Onalsozialisten vorge-
" die das Paar gemein-
lolf Hitler in Mlinchen zeigen. | . :
Veréffentlichung richte sich  wallis Simpson and the former King
sie gabe jedoch ,faszinieren- Edward Vil visit Hitler in Obersalzberg
(1937)

Photo::Wikipedia/BBC Historical Photo

a) Individual work. Use the chart “Juxtapose different positions” and take notes.

b) Pair work. Compare your notes with another student’s. Have you found different things, or
made different interpretations?
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