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The Development of Modern States

China and the West during the Imperialism -
Reformer gegen Reaktionare

Nach einer Idee von Dr. Michael Brabdnder

Medien:

sek. 1l

5 Unterrichtsstunden

1. die Selbst- und Fremdwahrnehmung der Chinesen im 19. Jahr-
hundert erfassen; 2. das konfliktreiche Eindringen der imperialisti-
schen Mdchte in den chinesischen Kulturkreis analysieren

Die Sicht der Chinesen auf die Europder; die englische Gesandt-
schaft des Jahres 1793; der erste Opiumkrieg; die Selbststarkungs-
bewegung; die ,Reform der hundert Tage”; der Boxerkrieg

Texte, Bilder

Kasai, Torajiro, artist / Public domain
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M3 The first Opium War (1840-1842) — Reasons

England imported large amounts of Chinese tea for domestic consumption every year a
silver. In order to stop the continuous spending of the noble metal, England started
to China — even though opium trafficking was strictly forbidden there. In 1839, im
commissioner Lin Zexu took vigorous action and detained 350 foreigners, confiscated 20,
opium from English merchants and burned them.

Tasks

1. Describe Lin Zexu’s reasoning (Text 1).

2. Conceptualise and discuss possible reactions of the British go
3. Relate the caricature and Text 2 to each other.

Text 1: Letter from Lin Zexu to Queen Victoria, 1839

good persons and bad, unevenly. Consequently, uggle opium to seduce the
Chinese people and so cause the spread of the rsons who only care to
profit themselves, and disregard their harm to ed by&he laws of heaven and are
5 unanimously hated by human beings.
Let us ask, where is your conscience? |

10 le: they are of benefit when eaten, or of benefit when used,
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e; and when wrong is done to them, Her Majesty will see that they
he British Government therefore has determined at once to send out a Naval and
of China to act in support of these demands, and in order to convince the
at the British Government attaches the utmost importance to this matter, and
one which will not admit of delay. [...] These measures of hostility on the part of Great

les will not cease, until a satisfactory arrangement shall have been made by the Chinese

10 Government.

Nach: https.//en.wikisource.org/wiki/Lord_Palmerston_to_the_Minister_of_the_Emperor_of _China
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opium trafficking through their military superiority.
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M6

Confucius (551-479
BC) is considered
the most important

Chinese philosopher.

He advocated for a
harmonious, hierar-
chically structured
society.

10

15

20

The Self-Strengthening Movement — Criticism

Tasks

1. Summarise Wo-jen’s arguments against Western-style reforms.

2. Relate the picture to Wo-jen's statements.

3. Write a fictional answer from a Self-Strengthening Movement representative.

Conservative savant Wo-jen writes to the Emperor, 1867

Mathematics, one of the six arts, should indeed be learned by schol
decree, and it should not be considered an unworthy subject. [as
very little use. If these subjects are going to be taught by Wester
will be great... [...] The empire is so great that one should not wo
therein. If astronomy and mathematics have to be taught,

the barbarians?
Moreover, the barbarians are our enemies. In 18 d rebelled against us. Our

last 200 years of our dynasty. [...] How cgn we this humiliation even for one
single day?

Since the conclusion of the peace, Christiani half of our ignorant people have
been fooled by it. The only thing i ur scholars should clearly explain to

the people the Confucian tene in the minds of the ignorant populace.
Now if these brilliant and talented rs, who have been trained by the nation and reserved for
great future usefulness, have to change eir regular course of study to follow the barbarians,

then the correct spiri cordingly to the evil spirit will become stronger.
After several years it w i driving the multitudes of the Chinese people into
allegiance to the barbaria

Aus: Ssu-yli Teng und John Fairbal
Cambridge/USg

g.): China’S Response to the West. A Documentary Survey 1839-1923.
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