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The Other Side of Modernity

The Armenian Genocide — Eine aktuelle Debatte

Elisabeth Gentner

Am Beispiel des osmanischen Vorgehen? h n Jahren 1915/16 lernen die Schi-
lerinnen und Schiiler Grundmuster und
Die aktuelle Debatte um die offizielle Anerke g als Vowermord und der Umgang Deutschlands
errichtsreihe aufgegriffen. Die Lerngruppe wird zur

-13

Unterrichtsstunden

Ursachen und Verlauf des Genozids an den Armeniern vor dem Hin-

tergrund des Ersten Weltkriegs erarbeiten; die Verantwortung, die

sich aus der Geschichte ergeben kann, am Beispiel des Genozids an

den Armeniern reflektieren

Thematisc iche: Genozid im 20. Jahrhundert, Geschichte des Osmanischen Reiches
und der Tiirkei, Erster Weltkrieg, Erinnerungskultur

Medien: Texte, Bilder, Farbseiten
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Auf einen Blick

The Ottoman Empire and the First World War

M1 Turkey: “The Sick Man of Europe”?

M 2 The Ottoman Empire’s entry into the First World War

M3 The Ottoman Empire and the Armenians

M 4 The Ottoman Empire: At the Outbreak of the First World W
M5 The Ottoman Government'’s Official Policy against the Arm

The Armenian Genocide: Reconstructing History

M6 Documenting the Armenian Genocide: Ph
M7 Surviving the Genocide: An Armenian Eye
M8
M9
M 10
M 11

teacher

1./2. Stund

3./4. Stunde

M 12
M 13
M 14
M 15

5./6. Stunde

Debate: TH¥ Armenian Genocide — A Blind Spot?

ontrolle und Glossar

ecognition of the Armenian Genocide: A Necessity
M 19 Glossar

M 20 Vocabulary: The Armenian Genocide
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M1 Turkey: “The Sick Man of Europe”?

Tasks

1. Describe the cartoon and explain the meaning of the cartoon’s caption.

2. Formulate hypotheses about the Ottoman Empire and the German Reich at t
First.

o THE .
SICK MAN o= EUROPE:
CoT
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REVERSION.

Turkey. “ 1M » WILLIAM., WON'T YOU TAKE MY PLACE?”

© Punch Lig
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Documenting the Armenian Genocide: Photographs
Tasks
1. Describe the pictures. Refer to the different settings and the people.

2. Characterize the Ottoman action against the Armenian people as shown in the pictures.

A: Refugees at the Taurus Pass (1915)
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Recep Tayyip Erdogan on the events of 1915

Tasks

1. Outline Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s position towards the Armenian genocide. Prepare a one-minut
speech.

2. Follow-up Activity: Discuss whether remembering the Armenian genocide is a real challenge.

On 24 April 2014, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who was then Prime Minister of Turkey, described
of 1915 as follows:

The 24th of April carries a particular significance for our Armenian citizens and 8 all Armenians
around the world, and provides a valuable opportunity to share opinions fre
matter.

It is indisputable that the last years of the Ottoman Empire were a dif}

religion or ethnic origin. [...]

As a Turkish proverb goes, “fire burns the place where it fal
nowledge that Armenians remember the suffering experience
citizen of the Ottoman Empire. In Turkey, expressing diffgrent o freely on the
events of 1915 is the requirement of a pluralistic persyg of democracy

and modernity. [...]

Even so, if this will enable us to better underst, istorical i with their legal aspects and
to transform resentment to friendship again jfferent discourses with
empathy and tolerance and expect a similar attitu m all sides. The Republic of Turkey will
continue to approach every idea with dignity in line wit universal values of law.
Nevertheless, using the events of 19 gainst Turkey and turning this
issue into a matter of political conflict el The infidents of the First World War are
our shared pain. To evaluate this painful ough a perspective of just memory is

a humane and scholarly responsibility.

! inadmissible: not valid, not acceptable
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How Armenians remember the Armenian Genocide

Tasks
1. Outline how the Armenians commemorate the genocide. Prepare a one-minute speech.
2. Follow-up Activity: Discuss whether remembering the Armenian genocide is a real challenge.

24th April is the day Armenians commemorate the victims of the genocide.
How do they remember?

At first glance it is difficult to spot the small purple, yellow and black lapel pins to begf0an the victims
and a lost homeland. But posters, T-shirts, umbrellas, bumper stickers and even ¢

s all catch one’s

worldwide wherever this ancient people were forced to flee due to the a
days of the Ottoman empire.

Complaints about commercialisation of this new tradition have ris
as a poppy-like throwback to the killing fields of eastern Anatolia
and homes in Armenia but also in the diaspora community of
own paper flowers or have planted forget-me-nots as tri i estors had to
endure. [...]

propaganda war. Today, they are widely regarded
The last preparations for Friday’s commemorati

as conferences, exhibitions and concerts. [... ernationdl recognition is fine but, if Turkey doesn’t
do it, then we won't have j i said Tevan Poghosyan, an MP for the nationalist
Heritage party. “It is a seg de happened to us. It is our nation that lost its
homeland and was sc ot just a historical issue.” [...] Remembering and
being aware of what happ is i asPnational duty. [...] Contrary to what organisations in

pora would like, the Armenian government does not demand any
he normalisation of relations with Ankara [...].
'small country but a big nation: How genocide shaped the Armenia of

nd at https.//www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/22/turkish-silence-fans-
e [letzter Abruf: 09.03.2021]
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