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The Other Side of Modernity

The Weimar Republic and National Socialism
1919-1945: Years of hope, years of despai

Dr. Henning Kulbarsch

Die vorliegende Reihe wendet sich zum e “nsteinen der Jahre 1919 bis 1945 zu
und Ldsst diese im Licht oft unbekannterer @ugiten erschnen. Zum anderen werden in Schulbi-
chern weniger ausflhrlich & delte Aspekté@ufgegriffen, etwa die prekdre Stabilitat der soge-
nannten ,Goldenen Zwa Reichserntet este” oder die britische Appeasement-Politik
gegeniiber dem NS-RéSe. Die H@nuagen undsAngste, die Erfolge und Krisen, die Perspektiven
der Opfer und der Tater @

10 Unterrichtsstunden

Ein Rollenspiel durchfiihren, die Geschichte der Weimarer Republik
kennen, den Aufstieg des Nationalsozialismus verstehen, sich mit
den Erfahrungen von NS-Opfern auseinandersetzen, Zeitzeugenbe-
richte analysieren, Reaktionen des Auslandes erdrtern
Novemberrevolution, Weimarer Republik, Aufstieg der NSDAP, NS-
Diktatur und -Propaganda, Judenverfolgung, NS-Auf8enpolitik und
Appeasement, Luftkrieg, Widerstand

Medien: Texte, Fotos, Videos, Statistiken, Karikaturen, Zeitzeugenberichte

© INTERFOTO / UIG / Universal History Archive
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Auf einen Blick
1. Stunde After First World War
M1 1918: Germany on the couch — A psychological role p
2. Stunde The main developments from 1918 to 1920
M2 Peace, revolution, chaos: Germany in 1918-8820
3. Stunde An important year
M3 Democracy at the brink of ¢
4. Stunde The good years
M 4 Stability at last? The so-ca nties” in Germany (1924-1929)
5. Stunde Black Friday and it's conseque
M5 The : From the World Economic Crisis to the rise
of Hitl
6. Stunde The Sh
M tt of the German Jews — The first step on the road to the
7. Stunde anda of the National Socialists

The “Reich Harvest Thanksgiving Festival” — An example of Nazi propagan-
da

ppeasement Politics

M8 Nazi foreign policy and British appeasement — How to cut cards with the
Devil
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The Second World War

M9 Who sows the wind will reap the whirlwind? — Allied bombing of German
cities in World War Il

The resistance against “Operation T-4"

M 10 Could the German people really do nothing? The example of the opposi
to the murder of disabled persons

Exam 11. Stunde
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M1 1918: Germany on the couch — A psychological role p

agriculture. German military leaders spread the stab-in-the-back-legend* while le
aries overthrew the old government and started a revolution.

Tasks
1. Build three groups. Group A will play a psychologist. Group B will
came back home from the front. Group C will play his wife who
war. Prepare the role play by using the role cards below and yo
War. The role play is assumed to take place in November 1918
2. Perform the role play. Each group will choose one of it [ i er who will
act as the “main performer”. The other group memb ; i mbers should
take notes during the performance.
3. Discuss the results of the role play in class. F ether you think each group
played their role well or not.

Role cards for the three groups

The psychologist
— You are as neutral as possible.
— You will ask both the sol

their current anxieties and th

about their experience during the war,

© RAABE 2021

ion of both the soldier and his wife as possible.
samnediate between th

— You are trying to get as much info

— Your task is also her groups in case they clash.

The soldier

fights, lost many of your friends and were wounded by gunfire.
evplutionaries who have overthrown your government and you

e monarchy, and you are critical of the new democracy.
in the factory.

ant to keep your new job because it makes you more independent from your husband
and strengthens your self-confidence.

— You do understand the reasons for the revolution and agree with the aims of the new govern-
ment led by the Social Democratic Party (SPD).

t stab-in-the-back-legend = DolchstoRlegende
2 left-wing = politisch links (in diesem Fall kommunistisch oder sozialdemokratisch)
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Stability at last? The so-called “Golden Twenties” in
Germany (1924-1929)

The five years between 1924 and 1929 are often called the “Golden Twenties”. Many countries an
especially Germany experienced a boom with regard to both culture and the economy. Additiona
many political developments spread hope for a more peaceful future.

Tasks

1. Summarize the speech of the German foreign secretary® Gustav Stresemann.

2. Explain the success of the German foreign policy between 1924 and 1929 in
speech and the info-box.

3. Analyse the daily life in Germany during the “Golden Twenties” in reference t
Work with a partner.

4. Discuss the term “Golden Twenties”.

erence to the

photographs.

Gustav Stresemann’s speech at the League of Nations? (1926)
Fir die BegriiBung den Dank Deutschlands zum Ausdruck zu
Deutschland tritt mit dem heutigen Tage in die Mitte von Staat

schen Volkes spricht, wé 2 ich an den Aufgaben des Volkerbundes mit voller
die Arbeit des Vélkerbundes sich auf der Grundlage der grofSen

! foreign secretary = AuBenminister
?  League of Nations = Vilkerbund (Vorldufer der heutigen Vereinten Nationen)
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Info-box: The German foreign policy between 1924 and 1929

In 1925, the Treaty of Locarno followed. This treaty guaranteed the borders of*w
between Belgium, France and Germany. Italy and Britain were also part of

"in Berlin

No. 2

Housewife and her child in the
kitchen, listening to the radio (1925)
© Bundesarchiv Bildnr. 183-R72261

No. 3

Agricultural workers cutting
asparagus! in Brandenburg (1929)
© Foto: Bundesarchiv Bildnr. 102-16874

t  asparagus = Spargel
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