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From the Cold War to the Fall of the Berlin Wall

Glasnost and Perestroika —
Assessing Gorbachev’s Reformist Policies

Ein Beitrag von Elisabeth Gentner
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1980er-Jahre vor massi . schows Reformpolitik sollte die Sowjetunion
lghren Zerfall. In dieser Reihe entdecken die Ler-

112

Unterrichtsstunden

Komp&nzen: Ursachen und Merkmale der Krisenphdnomene der Sowjetunion
der 1980er-Jahre erarbeiten; Bild- und Textmaterialen multipers-
pektivisch analysieren, das Reformprogramm sowie seine Folgen
analysieren und beurteilen

Thematisch Bereiche: Zusammenbruch des Ostblocks, Sowjetunion, Kalter Krieg

Medien: Text, Bild, Karikatur, Rede, Debatte
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Auf einen Blick

1./2. Stunde

Thema:

M1
M2
M3
M 4
M5
M6

Inhalt:

The Soviet Union in the 1980s: Responses to Crisis Phenomena

The Soviet Union in the 1980s — A Competition for Supremac
The Soviet Union — Economic Stagnation?

The Soviet Union — Fallen Behind

The Soviet Union — Various Challenges in the 1980s
A Soviet Timeline of the 1980s

Gorbachev’'s Maiden Speech — A Wind of Change

Die Lernenden setzen sich mit den Krisen der S
Jahre auseinander und verstehen diese als Hinterg
Gorbatschows.

3./4. Stunde

Thema:

M7
M8
M9

Inhalt:

olitik im Kontext des Zusam-
menbruchs des O

5./6. Stunde
Thema:

M 10
M11
M 12
M13
M1

Inha

the Soviet Union — Russia Upside Down?

sian Oligarchs
urned Upside Down?
ses in Russia After 1991

inter dem Ende der Sowjetunion. Sie identifizieren verschiedene Proble-
me des postsowjetischen Russlands.
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7. Stunde

Thema: Evaluating Gorbachev’s Reforms

M 15 Debate — A Revolution From Above?

M 16 Exam — The Fall of the Soviet Empire

M 17 Glossary

Inhalt: Im Rahmen einer Debatte und einer Lernerfolgsko

Schilerinnen und Schiiler, wie revolutionar Gorbdts
lich waren.
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Mikhail Gorbachev — The New Shooting Star?

Tasks
1. Analyze how Gorbachev is presented on the magazine covers below.
2. Make suggestions about what Gorbachev’s reform policy may be like.

Cover No. 1: March 25, 1985 Cover No. 2: July 27, 1987
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Cover No. 3: December 29, 1986
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© Der Spiegel Nr. 1/1987 © Der Spiegel Nr. 9/1987
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M 8 Gorbachev’s Speech on Reforming Socialism (1987)

Task

1. Outline the different challenges the Soviet Union faced in the 1980s, according t

2. Compare Gorbachev’s analysis of the crisis of the 1980s with your previous kn

3. Explain Gorbachev's ideas on reforming the Soviet Union and overcoming the crisis a
in the speech.

4. Analyze the language, style and structural elements used in the spee
Gorbachev conveys his message to his audience.

Analyzing a Speech — A Guideline:

— formal vs. informal language
— use of words with a positive or a nega

— use of stylistic devices, e. g. co ts, repetitions, enumerg@¥ons, alliterations, metaphors,
use of rhetorical questions
—  Which effects are created?

e Show how the audience i becomes involved.

© RAABE 2022

&9eke, undermining the people’s faith in it, and giving rise to social
porality in various forms. The growing discrepancy between the lofty® princi-

p and renewal of socialism.
It was in response to this extremely acute social need that the April 1985 plenary meeting of the
Central Committee put forward the concept and strategy of accelerating the country’s socio-eco-
omic development, and the course aimed at a renewal of socialism. [...]
e changes taking place in the country today probably constitute the biggest step in developing
socialist democracy since the October Revolution. In reorganizing our economic and political
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Debate — A Revolution From Above?

Task

1. Divide the class into two groups.
2. Asagroup, prepare arguments for both sides for the following motion:
“Gorbachev’s policy of glasnost and perestroika was a revolution from above.”
3. Decide which group argues for and which group against the motion.
4. Select two main speakers for each group and one person that will moderate the debate.
How to debate

A debate is a formalized discussion following certain rules. It is a contest betw
and against a statement, which ends in a vote.

speakers for

At the beginning, the moderator of the debate
introduces the issue and presents the statement
(also called ‘'motion’) which is about to be

discussed. %

[ J
o O

74

In a first phase of the debate, the four mai
speakers each present their argument, switc
of between pro and con side.

The audience (also called the ‘floor’) listens to the
main speakers but does not ask que

discuss the motion. #hey may

and inis

eration, the floor votes

ey agree or disagree with the motion.
r presents the results and declares
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