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The Other Side of Modernity

The British Empire and the After Effects of
Colonialism in British Literature

nach einer Idee von Dr. Ingmar Probst
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Ausbildung interkultureller Kompetenzen mit dem
istorische Kontexte der anglophonen Welt nahezubringen, sie
und Fremdwahrnehmung zu schulen und ihre interkul-
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10-12
11 Unterrichtsstunden

ErschlieBung des gesellschaftlichen und historischen Kontextes
der gesamten anglophonen Welt der Gegenwart, Auseinander-
setzung mit Texten des Themenkomplex ,British Empire”
Thematische Bereiche: Contemporary History/ “Landeskunde”
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Auf einen Blick

1./2. Stunde

Thema: Images of The British Empire

M1 A map of the British Empire / visueller Einstieg in das Thema

M 2a A short history of the British Empire — The First British Empire/ arbeits
lige Gruppenarbeit, Erkennen historischer Entwicklungen; S
Basiswissen

M2b A short history of the British Empire — The Second British

teilige Gruppenarbeit, Erkennen historischer Entwicklun
von Basiswissen
M 2c A short history of the British Empire — From E

fung von Basiswissen
M 2d A short history of the British Empire —
teilige Gruppenarbeit, Erkennen histo
von Basiswissen
M3 A short history of the British E
Gruppenarbeit

3./4. Stunde

Thema: The rise of the

M4 Theodore de Bry, s bus, 1492 / Einstieq in die Thema-
tik, Bildanalyse

M5 iel De rusoe / Erarbeiten einer europdisch-kolonisieren-

M6 i e Missionaries / Erarbeiten einer aulereuro-

pektive erster Kontakte

5./6. Stugde

Thema: bf the Empire — Implementation of the English language

@it views on the importance of the English language / Diskussion
Ansichten zur Durchsetzung der englischen Sprache in Kolonien; Her-
ausarbeiten moglicher interkultureller Schwierigkeiten
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7./8. Stunde

Thema: The fall of the Empire — Cross-cultural experiences

M8 George Orwell, Shooting an Elephant, 1936 / Erarbeitung und DiSission
des Textes

M9 British rule in India (The Raj) — Bus stop activity / Gruppenar
Erarbeitung der britischen Herrschaft in Indien

9./10. Stunde

Thema: The fall of the Empire — Decolonization

M10 Arole play to discuss The Raj [ Vorbereitu
tion von Diskussionsrunden

11. Stunde

Thema: The legacy of the Empi ture

M10 postcolonial literature / Er-
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A map of the British Empire, 1907
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Source: http://www.britishempire.co.uk/

Tasks

1. Describe the map,
beginning of the 20

2. Name any facts about the'®

on about the extent of the British Empire at the

h Empire which you remember from earlier English—and
history -
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M 2a A short history of the British Empire — The First British Empi

888 Read the following text and find out about the establishment and ending of the First Br

The First British Empire
After the American continent had been discovered, a struggle for com
supremacy began between Spain, Portugal, Holland, France and Engla
of the 17t century, England had outdone its rivals and be ca

Colonies were established in regions which could provide th
raw materials, natural resources and markets where Britai

known as the New England Colonies, arou
in Virginia, the Southern Colonies.
/ New England was predominantl i nts from England. The

Middle Colonies practised religious an iti nd attracted all kinds of
" European immigrants. The afi mainly settled by English noblemen

© RAABE 2023

of the independence of the newly-formed United States of
the First British Empire came to an end.

@lr text and write down all the information you consider to be important in regard to
: istorical knowledge about the British Empire. Use your own words.

2. Within your group, prepare a transparency to use for a presentation.

3. Take down new vocabulary and write the new words on the transparency as well.
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M 2c A short history of the British Empire — From Empire to
Commonwealth
888 Read the following text and find out about the developments which led to the tr,

the British Empire into a multinational organization.

4 N
During the 19th and 20th centuries, developments in the colonies ca

of the British Empire. In Canada, Australia and New Zealand, where
. had settled, the change to independent status was achieved
however, especially in colonies with a large indigenous populati
. accompanied the quest for autonomy.
Dissatisfaction with British rule, demands for self-governmen

However, defence and foreign affairs were s
During this process, former “crown coloni
«. —they enjoyed self-government, b nsible for defence and
foreign affairs — and later into “domin that owes loyalty to the
British Crown alone. Dominion status was 0 colonies of settlement, i.e. 8
Canada (1867), Australia ( and South Africa (1910). In 1931, 8 g
~ the Statute of Westminster be e dominions and replaced the term 3
©

“Empire” with “The British Common h of Nations”.

In colonies with 3 evelopments were slower because of
imperialist thinkinGaBe 32 nati only slowly been educated and included
al leadership was sufficiently well trained to )
started only after the Second World War with
7). It often took place quickly and caused some colonies
e necessary social and economic progress needed to

tish Empire consist of 15 so-called “dependencies”, such as
alkland Islands and Gibraltar.

e e R R N e

Tasks
. Sum up your text and write down all the information you consider to be important in regard to
general historical knowledge about the British Empire. Use your own words.
2. Within your group, prepare a transparency to use for a presentation.
3. Take down new vocabulary and write the new words on the transparency as well.
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A short history of the British Empire — The Commonwealth
today

“The British Commonwealth of Nations” was formed
by the Statute of Westminster in 1931. It defined
the autonomy of the dominions regarding foreign
affairs and defence. Instead of the Colonial Office
in London, and later the British Parliament there,
the Crown now became the unifying force of the
different members. Later, the organization’s name
was changed to “Commonwealth of Nations” (1951)
and eventually countries joined that did not recognize the British monarch as

member states.
Today, the Commonwealth is a voluntary association of 53 indep

United Kingdom.
In 1991, the “Harare Commonwealth Declaration” laid
include: a) democracy based on the British parli

prepares the biannual meetings of t
Commonwealth funds.

on their way to independence and is
the same time, however, its intervention in civil-
war-like conflicts such 3 i %47), the Biafra War in Nigeria (1967) and the
partition of Cyprus (14 incffacti

Tasks
he British Empire. Use your own words.

p transparency to use for a presentation.
nd write the new words on the transparency as well.
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M3 A short history of the British Empire —a summary

@orical facts

Aspects of the rise of the Empire

Aspects of the fall of the Empire

© RAABE 2023

/

888 ilLin the information which you consider to be most important from what you learnt in your group
d exchange your information with the other groups.

Task
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M9 British rule in India (The Raj) — Bus stop activity

Bus stop 1: A British man gets a pedicure, ca. 1880

7

© RAABE 2023

Dectrie : Jf:'s,fe/% JZ:}/}/L /{ﬁu;z g///uc/l/numt" Sonith 3 i

: o S : 7 3 :
i }%37 711777 Jt’rlnz & L’%)s/l(((n(u‘ (/(Illl'llf(]l?l]]/' /(f,‘j(} 8
K e - i E

© akg images

64 RAAbits Bilingual Geschichte August 2023



© RAABE 2023

[.G.16 The Other Side of Modernity » The British Empire and the After Effects of Colonialism in British Literature 23 von 36

Bus stop 3: The partition of British India, 1947

lon civili¥ns died in the accompanying riots and
local-level fighting, partic g Rgion of Punjab — stretching from Delhi to Lahore

(Pakistan) and the other W g,Hi djoregRindia) is commonly seen as the outcome of conflict
alanation, however, renders the mass violence that accompanied

in which the two independent nations came into being is
withdrawal, amid the realisation that the British state, devastated
bn to its over-extended empire.

to bus stop. At every station, analyse the pictures and accompanying textual
information. down all information which you can give to the class concerning both

a) an acceptance of cultures, and

b) aclash of cultures.
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