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The Development of Modern States

The People’s Republic of China under Mao Zedon
from 1949 to 1976 — The new “Middle Kingdorg”

Dr. Ingeborg Braisch / Ellen Black
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Mao Zedong ruft am 1. Oktober 1949 d@\V0 ik China atif dem Tiananmen-Platz in Peking
aus. Das einstige Machtzentrum des kais g inltin den alten Farben Gelb und Rot,
die jetzt fur das Neue stehen: Mao und de munism@s versprechen, China zu alter GroRe zu
fithren — und die Massen j igt, wie Mao das Selbstverstandnis Chinas nutzt

) Unterrichtsstunden

Orientierungskompetenz, Reflexionskompetenz, interkulturelles

Lernen, Methoden- und Medienkompetenz

,2Jahrhundert der Demiitigung®, Griindung der VR China, Mao

Zedongs ,Diktatur der Volksdemokratie®, ,Hundert-Blumen®-

Kampagne, der ,GroRe Sprung nach vorn®, die ,GroRe Proletarische

Kulturrevolution®

Medien: Reden, Zeitungsberichte, chinesische Propagandaplakate, Fotos,
Ausziige aus Romanen und Filmen, Glossar

Bereiche:




© RAABE 2024

ILF19 The Development of Modern States » The People's Republic of China under Mao Zedong 7von 50
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Thema:

The perception of others and self-image of China

M1 Glossary of the history of the PRC — Abbreviations and terms
M2 What is China? — The perception of others
M3 What is China? - Self-image
Inhalt: Students are dealing with ideas about China.
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M 4 Beijing, a day in the fall of 1949 —The
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Inhalt: A propaganda poster and an eye
the founding of the PRC. Students exp
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M7 2mocracy” —The “New Democracy”
M8 ew Democracy”
M9 oom” — Criticism and repression in the PRC China
M10 om” — Criticism and repression in the PRC China
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66 RAADbits Bilingual Geschichte Januar 2024



8von 50

[LF19 The Development of Modern States » The People's Republic of China under Mao Zedong

7./8. Stunde
Thema: The “Great Leap Forward” and its consequences
M11 Economy in the PRC —The “Great Leap Forward” and the “Policy
Three Red Banners”
M12 Economy in the PRC —The people's communes
M13 Economy in the PRC — Consequences of the “Great Lgpp Forward’
Inhalt: Articles from 1958 Chinese newspapers and pos
collectivisation. An eyewitness reports on th
“Great Leap Forward”.
9./10. Stunde
Thema: The “Great Proletarian Cultural Re
M 14 rebel is justified”
M 15 “Red Guards”
Inhalt: o's intentions and the brutali-

personality cult.
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Glossary of the history of the PRC — Abbreviations and terms

The following is a glossary of Chinese symbols, terms and names that are used in the history of the
People’s Republic of China (PRC).

Abbreviations

GMD Guomindang SuU Soviet Union

HistoMat = Historical materialism USSR Union of Soviet Socialist R
ccp Chinese Communist Party PLA People’s Liberation Army
CPSU Communist Party of the Soviet Union | PRC People’s Republic of,

M-L Marxism-Leninism cc Central Committ

Terminology
The following overview helps with the pronunciation of Chinese chara

Ant symbol, stands for order, obedience, lov

Blue = Indigo colour, means loyalty and obedience
Bourgeoisie M-L: According to the teachings of M-
the ruling class in the phase i i he means of

production and exploits the ass. The term
already appears in the Communist : arx and Friedrich
Engels from 1848.
Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975), since 1
chief of the army and presi
Republic of China on Taiwan
Nikita S. Khrushchev e entral Committee of the CPSU

dang’an

danwei , after the family the smallest socialist unit, understood as

997), participant in the “Long March”, overthrown by Mao during
ural Revolution, again in 1976, rehabilitated in 1977, Prime
Bter in 1980, begins the “Four Modernisations”

Symbol, a supernatural, sometimes dangerous but above all benevolent
wise force that brings luck and wealth and provides rain and fertility.
It also embodies the male principle. With five claws, it symbolises the
emperor.

feudalism L-M: In HistoMat the epoch before capitalism, in Maoism the relationship

between poor peasants and landlords
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What is China? — The perception of others

An idea that someone else has of a person, a group of people or a nation is called a foreign image.
How is China perceived from the outside?
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Great Wallof China Q2.
"Wenn in China ein Sack Reis umfallt* \O
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M5 Beijing, a day in the fall of 1949 — The founding of the Peo
Republic of China (2)

On 1 October 1949, Mao Zedong proclaimed the founding of the People’s Republicdif China before

the Gate of Heavenly Peace on Tiananmen Square.

Excerpt from the memoirs of Li Zhisui (1994)
On October 1, 1949 [...] we arrived in Tiananmen Square a little befor
arrived, the square was already swarming with people, careful
[...]1had a perfect view of the podium from which the leaders
of the People’s Republic. Above the sea of people thou

5 waving in the autumn breeze, their colours transforming
sharp?, Mao Zedong, and the other top leaders a

10 this civil occasion and stood among a n
testimony to* the reality of the united fi magnetic force. Mao did

not speak standard Mandarin. But is easy for Mandarin speakers

to understand, and its rhythm a r. Mao’s voice was soft, almost
lilting®, and the effect of his speech inese people have stood up,” he
15 proclaimed, and the crowd i ing in applause, shouting over and over, “Long

live the People’s Republi inese Communist Party!” I was so full of
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Fan shen — The implementation of the “New Democracy”

“Fan shen” means “to turn over while lying down,” as a metaphor for “to free oneself”, “to
revolutionise.” The following poster by an unknown artist from the year 1949 shows the
confrontation between peasants and a landlord in a village.

Poster “Public trial of evil tyrant” (1949)
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a particularly important '
The translationg d banner is roughly, “The great day of the public trial of the

. N& Sscribe the image.

2. Interpret age in the sense of Mao’s “Dictatorship of the People’s Democracy”.

3. Discuss the connection between Mao’s concept of democracy with our contemporary
understanding of democracy and dictatorship.
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“Let a hundred flowers bloom” — Criticism and repression i
the People’s Republic of China 1956/57 (2)

On 15 July 1957, Chang Po-chiin, the vice chairman of the Democratic League
Communications, gave a speech to the National People’s Congress, which wa
important newspaper Renmin Ribao (People’s Daily) on 16 July 1957.

“I bow my head and confess my quilt before the people (15 July 1957)”
l'am a criminal, because | have committed serious political offe
me to stand before you, [...] to admit my mistakes and m
firmly determined®totransform myself.[...] lam deeply gra
who reported me and exposed my vile* words and actions
5 and committed these crimes is because | come from class and wi¥'brought up
: P: I organised
a third party as a middle way between Chiang Kai-s . 1, | practised self-
ries of Marxism-Leninism
intensively, | did not take them seriousl

10 as to claim that socialism and democra

ay. | even went so far
¢ to €ach other. Furthermore, |
of the capitalist countries and
e erroneous’ conclusion: if we

15 ut the Central Committee of the CCP,

20 , e leading party [...] The entire nation demands my
Ziant™. This is absolutely correct, and | am prepared to
ate my own wickedness™. [...] Members of parliament, with this

, RODETt RsweWbank, John K., (Foreword): Communist China 1955-1959. Policy Documents with
Mass.: Harvard Univ. Press 1962, Document 18, S. 337-341.

o proclaim: ausrufen, verkiinden — 3 determined: entschlossen — 4 vile:
f Abwege greaten — 6 contradictory: widerspriichlich -7 erroneous: falsch,
p advocate sth: fiir etwas eintreten — 9 rightist: rechtsgerichtet — 10 deviant: hier:
wickedness: Bosheit, Schlechtigkeit

Infer from the content of the speech what happened when intellectuals began to take Mao’s and Lu
Dingyi’s appeals seriously. What crimes does Chang confess to? What are the reasons given for this?
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