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The World Facing New Challenges

Contemporary History — Regional and social
identity in the UK

nach einer Idee von Paul Jenkinson

© colourbox

o und Schil&@einen kurzen Uberblick tiber die regionalen und
onigreich. D@foergeordnete Ziel der Einheit sind interkultu-
nanden dieiskussionen infolge des Brexit besser einordnen

Diese Reihe gibt den Schiilg
sozialen Identitdten im i
relle Kompetenzen, g

konnen.

-13
nterrichtsstunden

. Leseverstehen: unterschiedliche Texte verstehen; 2. Horver-

stehen; Horsehverstehen: Videos und Bildmaterial verstehen, ein-

ordnen, analysieren; 3. Schreibkompetenz: Diese Reihe gibt einen

kurzen Uberblick tiber die regionalen und sozialen Identitaten im

Vereinigten Konigreich.

Thematische Bereiche: GrolRbritannien, Monarchie, Standedenken, Zeitgeschichte

Medien: Texte, Bilder, Videos, interaktive Ubungen, Cartoons
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Inequalities in the UK M1

“If the regions are to rise, London must take a hit”
| recall one word that dominated a business seminar in Manchester some time ago. The
seminar was on the north-south divide, and the word was London. It was obsessive. Why doe
London keep taking our best people, everyone asked? Why do our children all want to get
5 London?
This week’s report by Lord Kerslake* on the north-south divide presents the problem i
terms. The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) shows
with the widest regional inequality of any advanced nation. London’s econoraii

10 trains, better skills. The south-east has largely escaped austerity? its pub
£2bnin a decade. The north’s has fallen by £6bn. Fixing this gap will requir
with Germany post-unification”, the report says, when trillions we

15 thenorth far more content. The OECD and the Institute for Fj

inequality in Britain is less between north and south th " Leeds
contrasts with Rotherham. East London is poorer than H
In addition, low house prices are starting to draw pepple o by companies
such as Goldman Sachs, PricewaterhouseCooper . ears ago only

20 1% of emigrants from London went northwards. Th
seen as crucial in keeping “young creatiy,

Quarter and Manchester’s Northern Quarter. orst problems are the smaller places: the
Barnsleys, Blackburns and Oldhams.

B ————————
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CGLOSING DOW
EVERVTHING usm

A man passes a closing down shop in Manchester, Britain, Nov. 22, 2023.
©ddp / Jon Super Xinhua / eyevine
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north-south divide must be countered. This will happen only if the “levelling” is real. London
should ready itself for a hit.

Source: Simon Jenkins: If the regions are to rise London must take a hit, in: The Guardian 28th of February 2020, found at
https.//www.thequardian.com/commentisfree/2020/feb/28/regions-london-northern-cities-young-people [last access:
11/03/2024]

1 Lord Kerslake: former Head of the Civil Service and Secretary for Communities and Lo
Government — 2 austerity: a government policy to drastically reduce spending — 3 Mancunians:

the Midlands — 9 subservient: willing to do what other people want

Tasks
1. Describe area inequalities in the UK and identify how some recent
2. Explain why the journalist is critical of the levelling-up concept and cen
3. Identify and comment upon the changes the journalist sugge
attractive.
4. Select a region that you are especially interested in and pr

5. Research the origins of the national emblems of thg
summary of each.

Wikimedia Commons. ©200
(Midimacman)

Y , Fa |
paul dickson / Musk Thistle / CC BY-SA 2.0 Wikimedia Commons
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Educational Elitism —Is Class an inescapable feature of the UK? M3

I’'m northern and working class — | was made to feel unwelcome at Cambridge
Today, Labour MP for Tottenham, David Lammy, published the findings of a recent Freedom of
Information request which looked to profile the diversity — in terms of ethnicity and socio;
economic background —of students who received a place at Oxbridge® in the last seven yeafs:
And, not surprising to many, the results are bleak. The statistics show that more offers were

placeholders in 2015 came from the top two social classes, and only one in fouf co
across Cambridge made offers to black applicants, each time offering a mea

applicants from just five home counties® than to applicants from the wh
10 England. Between 2010 and 2015, Cambridge made more offers to
Oxfordshire*, than to applicants from Leeds, Liverpool and Manche

15 social, educational and financial elite is shockingly unba

northern, working-class or BAME® students. This ki institutions is
incredibly commonplace, even when the grade abundance, |

20 was one of the lucky few who bucked the

my parents, and myself, incredi om one of the town’s roughest
25 schools, I'd got the offer, got the itedly plirchased a suit from the discount
section at Preston Debenhams’ read ®y call it —to Cambridge.

e
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Before | got there, | didn’t have a clue about the class, race, or the North-South divide

30 of the white, upper-middle class, public-school educated norm, knew how

35 shocked by my accent, my mode of speaking and reasoning, with orle
asking me if “Cambridge was really the right place for so
particularly mediocre 2:1° in a mock exam. In the end,
graduating in History of Science instead, desperate nottos
school feeling like a leper because of my working-class

4  instances, shared by so many like me, of people e

like my presence was at worst an admini to be ticked. Class and
45 race divides are entrenched both in the

so  real understanding of w,

20th of October 2017, found at https://www.in
class-race-not-welcome-a8011101.html

Eftdshire: ane of the rich counties in the south of England — 5 BAME:
6 Carnforth/Lancaster/Preston: towns in the poorer north-west
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Tasks

1

2. Show how educational discrimination persists at Oxbridge universities.

In the text, Eton College, an elite private school, is mentioned together with one of Britain’s

most prestigious universities, Cambridge. What is your reaction to the following costs of

education and what conclusions can you draw from them?

Eton’s yearly fee: £42,500 basic; annual extras include, for example, £1,450 for a 45 minute

music lesson per week and between £1,500 — £3,000 for activities

a) Cambridge University (UK undergraduate students) annual tuition fee £9,250 (all UK
universities have their fees capped at this level) plus estimated living costs of £10,0,
cost of books, study equipment, research materials, visits and field studies are in a

Describe the various emotions and feelings Tom Rasmussen experienced and unt for them.
Comment on the attitudes displayed by the public school educated students
leads to continued social division.

Write about one of the following topics:

a) “Everyone’s potential from birth is defined by the class into whi
your view about this statement.

b) If you were an employer interviewing job applicants with
would influence your final choice of a candidate? Provi
criteria you would use and why.

Watch the video Should we abolish private schools?:

watch?v=pN36{VSp1x0&t=219s [last access: 14.03,

plain how this

“«

h “So what can
we do about this?”, tick the correct box to co
a) Graduates who went to private school
O more than those who didn't.
O less than one expects.
O the same.
b) Privately educated children get
O their parents’ friends.
O people like themselves.
O university conta
‘ rivate school is ...
O more tha
O very low.
O increasing.

O land owners.
O people with little money.
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