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Aspects of Society

James Ponsoldt’s The Spectacular Now — Das
Hor-Seh-Verstehen zum Thema , Lebensziele”
anhand des Films schulen (ab Klasse 10)

Atilla Aktas, Berlin

Worin bestehen meine Ziele und Plane nach dem SEhulabschlussPWahisscheinlich beschaftigen sich
auch lhre Schiilerinnen und Schiiler mit der Frage nachiliren Lebenszielen. Die Protagonistinnen
und Protagonisten des Films , The Spectacil@nhlow” stehen ebenfalls vor der grofen Herausforde-
rung, ihren Weg ins Erwachsenenleben zu fipden“Dabei set2én sie sich mit Themen wie Liebe”,
LFreundschaft”, ,Familie” und ,Lebenszielen* auseinander, die vermutlich in der Lebenswelt [hrer
Lernenden auch eine Rolle spiglen. Das Filmdrama mit seinem hohen ldentifikationspotenzial mo-
tiviert die Schilerinnen und*Schiler, ifipHor-5eh-Werstehen durch abwechslungsreiche Aufgaben-
formate zu trainieren und untersefigdliche SeRreibformate zu iiben.

KOMPETENZPROFIL

Klassenstufe: 10-13 st
Dauer: 12 Unterrichtsstunden (inkl. LEK)

Inhalt: The individual in society, living one’s life, identity, adolescence
Kompetenzen: 1. Hor-Seh-Verstehen: einem Film relevante Informationen ent-

nehmen; 2. Schreiben: summary, text analysis, comment, creative
writing, mediation; 3. Leseverstehen: fiktionale und nicht-fiktiona-
le Texte verstehen und zusammenfassen
Material: Vokabelliste, Ausziige aus dem Roman und dem Filmskript,
Filmzitate, Multiple-Choice-Aufgaben, Textpuzzle, Onlineartikel,
PowerPoint Prisentation, LearningApps, Kahool!-Quiz
Zusatzmedien: Film , The Spectacular Now™

Fhota; Jess Holld Andrew Bipdiegn Produciians/2 o0

sEntertainment/Global Prodigedartistic AriSEGrowp,
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Auf einen Blick
1./2. Stunde
Thema: Watching the film The Spectacular Now — Pre-viewing tasks

M1 Goals and ambitions — Topic vocabulary / Durchfiihren eines Warm-Ups
mit thematischem Waortschatz

M2 Concepts in the film — Statements / Vorbereiten auf die Inhalte und di
Konzepte des Films anhand von statements

M3 Reading The Spectacular Now — Who is Sutter? / Verfassen g

Bendtigt: [ zweisprachige Wirterblicher
L1 optional: Internetzugang fiir die LearningApps
O ZM 1-ZM 4

L DVD , The Spectacular Now™ (Extras: En Abspielgerat

3./4. Stunde

Thema:
M 4 s | Zuordnen und Einordnen von
M5 : Itiple choice tasks / Sichern des

s Filrms anhand von Multiple-Choice-Auf-
M & P rt one — Writing a summary / Zusammenfas-
Homework: e the main plot of the first part of the film The Spectacular Now.,

- The Spectacular Now™ (00:00:01-00:28:07) und Abspielgerat
ptional: Internetzugang fiir die Learningdpps und mobile Endgerate

Part two of the film — Pre-viewing and while-viewing tasks

Sutter and Cassidy — Writing a text analysis / Vorbereiten einer Textana-
lyse anhand eines Ausschnitts aus dem Filmskript

The Spectacular Now: part two — Text puzzle / Sichern des Har-Seh-Ver-
stehens von Teil 2 des Films anhand eines Textpuzzles

Homework: Text analysis: Write a text analysis. Tip: Ask your teacher for a checklist if
you need help.

Bendtigt: O M4 und ZM 5
O DVD, The Spectacular Now (00:28:08-01:09:0%) und Abspielgerat
[ optional: Internetzugang fiir die Learningdpps und maobile Endgerate
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Reading The Spectacular Now — Who is Sutter?

The film The Spectacular Now that you are going to watch was published in 2013 and is based on a
novel of the same name by the author Tim Tharp. An excerpt from the novel will introduce you to
the main character Sutter Keely.

Pre-viewing tasks

1. Read the excerpt from the novel. Describe Sutter's outward appearance and character, Write
(key words) and/or draw your answer on the image below.
Tip: Ask your teacher for a vocabulary list andfor aspects of a characterisation if you nee
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The Spectacular Now: part one — Multiple choice

You are going to watch an extract from the film The Spectacular Now. What do you understand?

While-viewing tasks (DVD: 00:00:01-00:28:07)

At first, read the questions and statements 1.-7. and the possible answers a)—c). Then, watch the
first part of the film on DVD. Answer the questions by ticking the correct answer. You can also
complete this task in Learningdpps. Follow the link or OR code on the left.

1. Why did Cassidy break up with Sutter?
al 5he found someone else.
b Sutter cheated on her,
¢} 5he thought that Sutter was cheating on her.
7. What deal do Aimee and Sutter make when she
finds him lying on the grass?
al He promises to take her to dinner if she gives
him a ride home.
bl She drives while he helps her on her paper
route. That way he can look for his car.
¢} He will help her on her paper route if she lets
him sleep on the grass a little longer.
3. What is Sutter's math teacher Mr. Aster cancerned about?
a) Sutter is close to failing his class. He would likesfim o Succeid.
b) He waorries that Sutter is not going 1o ghaduate from high school.
¢} He would like him to play baseball for theSchool@ain, but Sutter is not interested.
4. How does Aimee's friend Krystal react when she meets Sutter in the school cafeteria?
al She is happy to meet him.
b} She hugs him becads@she knows himalgeady.
¢} She is not amused ahd doeSmat shake hands
with him when he introduces himself.
5. What does'/Aimee help Sutter with?
a) Shedvelps him mest other girls.
by She helpsthifn with mathigeometry.
£ Shethelps himite find a new job.
. What does Sutter/tell Aimee about his father?
al His father gave him his first beer when he was
six years old. Sutter's parents had a divorce.
bl Hisfather died when Sutter was six years old. He was an airline pilot.
¢} His father is an airline pilot. Sutter rarely sees him because he works so much.
7. Sutter promises Aimee to take her to ...
al ... the prom. (= Abschiussball an der High School)
bl ... the movies.
¢} ... his sister’s house for dinner.

Photos: Jess Halld Andrew Lauren Productionsi2] Laps Entertainment/Global Producelrtistic ArEE Group.

Post-viewing task
How is Sutter's appearancelcharacter depicted in the first part of the film and how in the extract
from the novel? Compare and explain whether he meets your expectations or not,
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Sutter and Cassidy — Writing a text analysis

Sutter meets his ex-girlfriend Cassidy in her house. They drink alcohol and talk.

Pre-viewing tasks

1. Preparing o text analysis: Read the dialogue between Sutter and Cassidy taken from the film
script. Compare their goals and ambitions after graduation. Take notes.

2. Text analysis: Write a text analysis. Tip: Ask you teacher for a checklist if you need help.

Sutter:  Or the lightning storm,

Cassidy: On the rool That was amazing. I've
never felt like that with anyone.

Sutter:  It's not very often.

Cassidy: Except with you,

Sutter:  Actually, I think I'm feeling it right
now. I'm feeling a moment right
now.

Cassidy: Stop it

Sutter:  What? Cass, look.  Seriously.
When we're together, it's like we're invin€iBle, or semethingg®1l this sh** — the
responsibilities, all the problerns, that stlif — thatjust disappears when I'm with you.

Cassidy: But you can’t just have fun all the tifne. You have to"Bgserious.

Sutter:  Hey, I'm 100 percent serious.

Cassidy: About what?

Sutter:  About not being serious ICassidy chiackles)

Cassidy: Did you even apply técallegeyet?

Sutter:  Idon't need college. Who Beeds that sh**? Look, it's not — I got everything I need
right here. I'vé @t a job, I've g8t a.car, I've got a beautiful girl sitting next to me.
[Cassidy smiles]Yourthink beauty's in some classroom or some textbook, and it’s
not. That's not what i€ abait. This right here. This is beautiful. All of this. That's all
yourneed, [CassidyBecomes upset]

Cassidy: <Yowre drunk

Sutter:  I'm drtink? Whatever! You're drunk! It doesn't matter. Okay, whatever. I'm right.
Now're right, I'm just saying, you gotta? live in the moment,

Cassidy: The fnomenni? I want — [ want more than a moment. [ want ...

Sutter:  What?

Cassidy: Iwant a future. [Sutter leans back] And you can't do that.

Sutter: Wow.

Cassidy: Wow,

Sutter:  OK.

Cassidy: Flease just go, Sutter. [Cassidy cries]

Sutter:  Don't.

Cassidy: Flease just go.

Sutter:  All right.

[Sutter leaves, Cassidy cries.]
Scott NeustadterMichae!l H. Weber: movie seript of The Spectoculor Now: Andrew Lauren Productions/Z1 Lops
Entertainment/Global ProducefArtistic Artist Group, Found of: hitpsdscripts-onscreen. comdtag/the-spectacu-

1 to chuckle: to laugh quietly — 7 you gotta: slang; you have got to
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