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Topic 1

How to structure a written discussion

In a test, you are often asked to express your personal opinion on a topic in the form of a
wrilten discussion. So, you need to show that you can discuss the pros and cons of an iss
in a well-structured way. To do this, use the following four steps to create the th jor
parts of the text, the introduction, the main part and the conclusion:

Steps | Parts of the text What you do ...
collect ideas, take notes

Introduction present the question/issu

Main part a) present arguments i
or explanations
b) present argu
explanations

4. | Conclusion

g the introduction to the topic.

get your reader curious and interested in the topic, you
ld refer to a recent event, a personal experience or a famous
person talking about the problem.

¥ Make it clear why it is important to discuss the issue.
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Tapic 1
Main Part 2: Disadvantages

K Additionally, there cannot be any doubt that many companies prefer
voung employees.

L Another potential problem is that you might end up spending most
of your time with other travellers who speak your own language, so
the trip may turn out to be rather useless for developing you
English skills and intercultural competence.

M Firstly, if your aim is mainly to improve your English, i
time to do it in this way because you will rather spen
sightseeing and socialising instead of focusing
vocabulary.

N However, the disadvantages of spendin
should also be considered.

O Consequently, you may have an adwv early with
your job training and are youn itors on the job
market.

P Last but not least, if you ur language skills
and career options, [ te even better to learn a
less common foreign language like Japanese or Danish.

Q What is more, t ing is quite sive and requires a lot of
organisation.

lly think that the question whether spending
dens your mind and improves your language skills
rattitude and ambitions in the end.

ay be a waste of time if'it is just chosen as a way of
ing the difficult decision of what to do with yvour life after

Considering all the upsides and downsides, travelling represents an
attractive option for some adventurous individuals who want more
than just to improve their lanpuage skills.
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