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“Tweo Kinds® by Armvy Tan B.5
Facts

to analyse the narrative techniques which Amy Tan uses are included. The
worksheet also presents an exercise for students to practise creative writing.
Topic 3 deals with one of the main themes in Amy Tan's story "Two Kinds™
the conflict between the generations. In order to connect more personally
the problem, students are asked to carry out a survey on the most relevant

sons in other literary works may be examined by students
class,

Topic 4 turns the learners’ attention to the salient
related graph helps students understand how have become
the fastest growing ethnic group in the US
connected to various related subject ma i ican cultural

t may be

studies,

Topic § presents an interview with Am or of “Two Kinds".
Students learn about Tan's writi round and her view on the
parent-child relationship. Using th he learners establish a
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" Kinds® by Ay Tan R.5
Text

So now on nights when my mother presented her tests, | performed
listlessly™, my head propped on one arm. I pretended to be bored. And [ was. [
got so bored [ started counting the bellows of the foghorns out on the bay while
my mother drilled me in other areas. The sound was comforting and reminded
me of the cow jumping over the moon™. And the next day, [ plaved a game with
myself, seeing if my mother would give up on me before eight bellows. After a
while I usually counted only one, maybe two bellows at most. At last she was
beginning to give up hope.

Two or three months had gone by without any mention of my being a
prodigy again. And then one day my mother was watching the Ed Sullivan Show
on TV. The TV was old and the sound kept shorting ouf. Every timemy mother
got halfway up from the sofa to adjust the set, the sound would go back on and
Ed would be talking. As soon as she sat down, Ed would go silentagain. She got
up, the TV broke into loud piano music. She sat downe Silence. Up and down;
back and forth, quiet and loud. 1t was like a stiff embraceless dance between
her and the TV set. Finally she stood by the set with her hand on the sound dial.

She seemed entranced by the mmsic, a little frenzied piano piece with this
mesmerizing quality, sort of quick passages and then teasing lilting™ ones
before it turned to the quick playful parts.

“Ni kan,” my mother sdid calling me overwith hurried hand gestures. "Look
here."

I could see why my maother dvas fascinated by the music. It was being
pounded out hy a liftle Chinese girl, about nine years old, with a Peter Pan
haircut. The girl had the sauciness of a Shirley Temple. She was proudly
modest like a proper Chinese Child. And she also did a fancy sweep of a curtsy,
so that.the fluffy skirt of her white dress cascaded slowly to the floor like petals
of dlarge carnation.

In spite of these warning signs, [ wasn't worried. Our family had no piano
and we couldn'f afford to buy one, let alone reams of sheet music and piano
lessoms. So | ¢ould be generous in my comments when my mother bad-
mouthed the little girl on TV.

" listlessly: feeling or showing no energy or no interest in doing anything
9 the cow jumping over the moon: a line in the nursery rhyme 'Hey Diddle Diddle’
" to lilt: to speak, sing, sound, or move in a pleasant rhythm
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