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Ethnic minorities in the USA — American
Dream(s) and nightmares
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Das Herzstick'dés amepikanischen Traums war stets die Verheifung, dass alle Menschen,
ungeachtet ihrer Hegkunft, ST der sozialen Leiter nach oben bewegen kinnen.
An diggem Glauben halten auch heute noch viele Amerikaner fest. Doch ist es wahr,
dags alle Menschen —aueh die ethnischen Minoritdten - gleichberechtigt nach der
Verwirklichung iRfgr Tratime und Ziele streben kénnen? Ist es nicht vielleicht sogar fiir
elnige leichter als fir andere? Diese Unterrichtseinheit ermdglicht den Lernenden eine
Ausginandersetziing mit unterschiedlichen Sichtweisen auf den ,American Dream”,
gerade @ueli unter Berlicksichtigung der aktuellen gesellschaftlichen und politischen
Situation in den Vereinigten Staaten. Die Lernenden erhalten die Gelegenheit, thr Bild
der USA zu hinterfragen und sich sowohl mit Klischees als auch mit der amerikanischen

Realitat auseinanderzusetzen,
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Facts

Notes on the material

Topic 1: The American Dream now and then

Topic 2: Black Lives Matter

Topic 3: The Mexican Americans’ plight

Topic 4: The Asian Americans’ experience

Mock exam

Competences and sk

students’ cultural competence. By
s and graphs, students enhance their reading
g comprehension as well as their analytical
velop their comment writing and creative writing
ompetences through cooperative methods.

The overarching goal uf this
working with texts
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Overview:

List of abbreviations:

A Analysis

C Comment

D Discussion | debate

M Mind map [ visualising

P Working with a picture { cartoon
PR Presentation

R Research

RC Reading comprehension
5 Summary

T Working with the text

W (creativel Writing

Topic

1: The American Dream now and t

2: Black Lives Matter

A CPEPRRRCTW

3: The Mexican Americans’

RCTW

RCS, T W

ACERRCTW

i RAABE 2021



E.40 * Ethnic minorities in the USA = Topic 1 5won 52

Topic 1: The American Dream now and then

M1 Text-The American Dream: a summary
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& Barry Winiker/The Image Ba

Liberty that promised freedom and shelter, which Emma Lazarus
er famous poem at the pedestal of the statue: “Give me your tired,

ay have been lured® by the pledge of the Declaratmn of Independence
thal pramised “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness”, This, of course, was not
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Working with the text

4. White o short summary of the text.
The text deals with the phenomenon of the American Dream which seems to have
been started with the arrival of the Pilgrims in America in the 17th century who were
desperately looking for religious freedom. Later, millions of people - mostly from
Europe -, attracted by the promise of the Declaration of Independence, floode
the American coasts. Their main ideals were freedom and equality, which they later
denied the Africans whom they had imported and used as slaves. For centuri
American Dream was attainable only for white people. It seems as if some
even today deny that African Americans are human beings.

Further activities

5. With o partner, choose one example of an American VIP ( old ize /
Madanna, Jennifer Lopez, Opraf, lay-Z ete), ond ga onl S
American Dream.

Individual results.

Key M3: Worksheet — The
Dreams

Working with the video
1. Watch the video '
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https://raabe.click/en_um_YourAmericanDream
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Source: © Lup Ne/Chinag Daily

Info: A mirage is something you see when it is
which appears to be quite near but is actua
In German;: Fata Morgana
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Material B: Two graphs

The chart makes clear that ...
Comparing the charts for ...

Since then there has been ...

In conclusion, the development can be
interpreted as ...
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POVERTY BY ETHNICITY [IN %]
(according to 2018 U.S. Census Data)
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iiser Family Foundation, 2021, found at https e K orglotherdstate-indicator’
-rigte-By-rac icity?current T ame=0&sortldadel= "% 78 %2 calld % 22 %2 2L ocation
flost access 14/01/2021]
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https://www.povertyusa.org/facts
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/poverty-rate-by-raceethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/poverty-rate-by-raceethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/poverty-rate-by-raceethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
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Topic 4: The Asian Americans’ experience

M10 Text — The Asian Americans’ Dream
Living in the bay area' of California, 1 come across many Asian Americans
who shared the same dream of living in America. [ hear many stories fro
[of] a simple life style changes to many challenges improving later. Today, 1 am
telling a story of my families who immigrated to California.

5 In [the] early 1970s, my great aunt immigrated to San Francisco fro
{Burma) with the dream of a life in America. She was a sin
3 young children. Although she was educated and lived [a
Myanmar, [everything changed): when she came to United $

ealthy life in
5, she lived §

w  struggled to earn a living. There were times she did no
There were times her children were sick, and
and lived her dream.

[In the] late 19805, my great aunt welc
better education. My mother was 13

15 just like everyone with a beautiful dream ofilivi hen she arrived, it

was not easy for her. She di ' hen she started her middle
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home and there were here who she could put her arms
@ around to snuggle’, or 1
In her first year in Ame

5 ect] her 1o after school activities, She was determined [to stay]. She

dreams, she is now [even] being a mentor and educator of many
icans. As for me, | am the first generation of the Asian Americans.
30 wasborn into a warm cosy home, where my parents nurtured me |sic] and [1

am] surrounded by all my family in the house, My parents made a good living
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