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Working with slam poetry — Analysis,
interpretation and creative writing

by Linda Weiland

Slam poetry ist kuiggPackend und difekt,

Slam poetry istaelfalng inklusiv Uad offen.

Slam poetrdstinteraktiVund perfopmativ

Slam poetry ist hipl

Es isteflahereine besghders geeignete Textsorte fiir Jugendliche, da in den poems auf
eipie lockere, unkonventiofelle Weise Probleme und Themen angesprochen werden, die
filf junge Menschen einen hohen Wiedererkennungseffekt aufweisen, In der Unterrichts-
einheit Working with slom poetry lernen die Schilerinnen und Schiiler ausgewahlte slam
pogttg=Texte kepfien und werden mit den typischen Merkmalen des Genres vertraut ge-
macht SRt in das Format poetry slam ein und veranlasst die Lernenden, slom-Texte
mit eigenen Gadanken und Vorlieben zu erarbeiten. Und sie ermutigt die Schiler und
Schilerinnen, ihr eigenes slam peem zu schreiben und es in einem Klassen-slam aufzu-
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by Linda Weiland

Facts

MNotes on the material

Topic 1: Family conflicts

Topic 2: Defining slam poetry

Topic 3: Father and son

Topic 4: Dealing with anxiety 23
Topic 5: How to say no 32
Topic 6: Spoken word versus slam po 42

Topic 7: How to write a sla

Topic 8: Exam

Iminates in them organising their own class slam. As slam poems are
combination of text and performance, alongside with their creative writing skills,
dents also train their presentation and performance skills.
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M2 Worksheet — Maia Mayor: Perfect

Pre-listening activity
@ rr.'?z;‘, 1. What are typical conflicts between parents and children? Collect ideas with a partner.

Comprehension

2. Listen to/watch Maia Mayor's Perfect. What is the poem about? Com and
contrast it with your results from task 1:
https:iraabe.click/MaiaMayorPerfact

3. Read the poem.
al Who is the speaker? Find evidence in the text,
b) Of what does the speaker accuse Maia?

Working with the text
@ 4. Analyse the speaker’s tone and language. Wha
: 5. Interpret: what is the message of the poe

Discussion and reflection
@, 6. Discuss in a group:

- al Towhom do you think is the poe
bl Which pieces of ad
¢} How should the voiceireac
d) Towhat extent can

, which should she leave?
confrontation?

@1
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Worksheet — Marc Smith: The Big Definition of Slam Poetry M&

Working with the text

1. Maia Mayor's poem is a slam poem: https:iraabe.clickiMaiaMayorPerfect
a} Compare and contrast Perfect with your associations of traditional poetry.
bl What might be characteristics of slam poetry?

2. Marc Smith is often considered as the “father of slam poetry”. Read his definition of
slam poetry and collect characteristics of it.

Further development
3. Slam poetry is typically performed at competitions called "poetry
al Work in groups of three. Split up the following texts and gead t

httpsir click!
SlarnPoetryl
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https://raabe.click/MaiaMayorPerfect
https://raabe.click/SlamPoetry1
https://raabe.click/SlamPoetry1
https://raabe.click/SlamPoetry2
https://raabe.click/SlamPoetry2
https://raabe.click/SlamPoetry3
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Worksheet — Olivia Gatwood & Megan Falley: Say No M10
Pre-reading activity
1. Study the picture. Q,,_;'

Source: Pete SouzaWikimedio CommonsWWhileHawse (publicgamain!

al What do you think is the situation? &

bl Find out what "kiss cfitis. Then watchithe yideo at
https:firaabe. click/KissGarm (L]
Explain what is happening. What'do yigif think of the situation? Do you think it is .rﬂ
a good ideadiiiy (not)? Bisghiss,

Working with the text

2. Redtlthepfirst pafbof Olivia Gatwood's and Megan Falley's Say No. How does it £33
connect tothe video? What is the message? Explain.

30 Say Nois perfarmed by Olivia Gatwood and Megan Falley in a group performance,
Both poets preésent as a team and take turns performing lines of the poem. Some
lihes they peiform together.

Work With = partner, Which are the most important linesiwords/phrases for you?
Which ones would you want to stress? How would you convey the message of the
poem?
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