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The Other Side of Modernity

The Armenian Genocide — Eine aktuelle Debatte

Elisabeth Gentner

Am Beispiel des osmanischen Vorgehens gegeidie Armenier ilhden Jahren 1915/16 lernen die Schii-
lerinnen und Schiller Grundmuster und Mechanismgmeines Genozids im 20. Jahrhundert kennen.
Die aktuelle Debatte um die offizielle Anerkenfiung®als Vilkermord und der Umgang Deutschlands
mit seiner Mitverantwortung wefden in dieser Unterrichtsreihe aufgegriffen. Die Lerngruppe wird 2ur
Reflexion angeleitet und erkénfifywie alsGeschichietagesaktuelle Gegenwart wird. Anhand von Bild-
material, einer Debatte und eines GilppenpUzeEles erarbeiten sich die Schillerinnen und Schiller weit-
gehend selbststandig diese Themenbergiche.

KOMPETENZPROFIL

Klassenstufe: 11-13

Dauer: 7 Unterrichtsstunden

Kompetenzen: Ursachen und Verlauf des Genozids an den Armeniern vor dem Hin-

tergrund des Ersten Weltkriegs erarbeiten; die Verantwortung, die
sich aus der Geschichte ergeben kann, am Beispiel des Genozids an
den Armeniern reflektieren

Thematische Bereiche: Genozid im 20. Jahrhundert, Geschichte des Osmanischen Reiches
und der Tirkei, Erster Weltkrieg, Erinnerungskultur

Medien: Texte, Bilder, Farbseiten
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M1 Turkey: “The Sick Man of Europe”?

Tasks
1. Describe the cartoon and explain the meaning of the cartoon’s caption.
2. Formulate hypotheses about the Ottoman Empire and the German Reich at the outbreak of the

First.

.r: THE P
SICE MAN o~ EUROPE

THE "REVERBION.

Tarkep. » 1'M GINING TEF THIS BED, WILLIAM. WON'T TOT TARKE MY PLACE "

© Punch Limited

cot: a plain narrow Bed
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Recep Tayyip Erdogan on the events of 1915 M 13
Tasks
1. Qutline Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s position towards the Armenian genocide. Prepare a one-minute
speech,
2. Follow-up Activity: Discuss whether remembering the Armenian genocide is a real challenge. @

On 24 April 2014, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who was then Prime Minister of Turkey, described the events
of 1915 as follows:

The 24th of April carries a particular significance for our Armenian citizens and for all Armenians
around the world, and provides a valuable opportunity to share opinions freely on a historic
matter.

It is indisputable that the last vears of the Ottoman Empire were a difficult period, full of

religion or ethnic origin. [...]
As a Turkish proverb goes, “fire burns the place where it falls”, 1t is a duty of
nowledge that Armenians remember the suffering experienced in that per
citizen of the Ottoman Empire. In Turkey, expressing different opinions
10 events of 1915 is the requirement of a pluralistic perspective as w
and modernity. [...]
Even so, il this will enable us to better understand histori aspects and
to transform resentment to friendship again, it is natur t discourses with
empathy and tolerance and expect a similar attitu . ublic of Turkey will
15 continue to approach every idea with dignity in li
Nevertheless, using the events of 1915 as an excuse forhostility against Turkey and turning this
issue into a matter of political conflict is issible'. Th idents of the First World War are
our shared pain. To evaluate this painful pe
a humane and scholarly responsibili

ences — such as relocation — during the First
ians from establishing compassion and mutually
ens]

gins, we pay tribute, with compassion and respect, to all
e5 in the same period and under similar conditions.

b inadmissible: not valid, not acceptable
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How Armenians remember the Armenian Genocide

Tasks
1. Qutline how the Armenians commemorate the genocide. Prepare a one-minute speech.
2. Follow-up Activity: Discuss whether remembering the Armenian genocide is a real challenge.

24th April is the day Armenians commemorate the victims of the genocide.
How do they remember?

At first glance it is difficult to spot the small purple, yellow and black lapel pins to bemoan the victims
and a lost homeland. But posters, T-shirts, umbrellas, bumper stickers and even cakes all catch one's
eye with a distinctive forget-me-not design to remember the tragedy of a nation. It symbolises t
centenary of the Armenian genocide of 1915, This week, festive ceremonies are held in Yerevan and

days of the Ottoman empire.
Complaints about commercialisation of this new tradition have risen. Although it ha
as a poppy-like throwback to the killing fields of eastern Anatolia, it has caught on,
and homes in Armenia but also in the diaspora community of Glendale, Calj
10 own paper flowers or have planted forget-me-nots as tribute to the hor
endure. [...]
These killings were once infamous, then faded from the spotligh
propaganda war. Today, they are widely regarded as a grueso
The last preparations for Friday's commemaoration are bein
15 the Tsitsernakaberd plateau, overlooking Yerevan. At
as a tapering grey stele pointing skywards, resembl
and | understand why | am here,” said Milena Avetisyan, .. "Itis a call to the world to recognise

" 1...] How closely this country’s
20 . exhibiti - ational recognition is fine but, if Turkey doesn't
homeland and was scatt e Wis not just a historical issue.” [...] Remembering and

: edas a national duty. [...] Contrary to what organisations in
25 ould like, the Armenian government does not demand any

. ound ar httpsdwww, theguardian. camfwarf-:i-fzm Sfaprfd2turkish-silence-fans-
grre,l‘ OVEr gfrfucrde [Hetzter Abruf: 09.03.2021]
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/22/turkish-silence-fans-century-of-armenian-grief-over-genocide
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