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The Other Side of Modernity

Monuments that spark controversy -
Discussing representations of remembrance

Mach einer Idee von Jens-Peter Green

In dieser Einheit begegnen die Lernenden Dgbatten um versehiedene Denkmaler in den USA, GroB-
britannien und Deutschland. Sie untersuchefy an dig8en, Beispielen, welche Wertvorstellungen mit
Denkmalern in Verbindung gebrachi werden konnei und welche Emotionen und gesellschaftlichen
Konflikte sie ausliisen kéinnengSie diskutieren Strategien zum Umgang mit polarisierenden Denk-
malern und (iben den interkitliusellen Dialog (ber Besonders sensible historische Themen und um-
strittene Personen der (nationalenpGeschichte:

KOMPETENZPROFIL

Klassenstufe:
Dauer;
Kompeténzen:

Thematische Bereiche:

Medien:

10-12

5=& Unterrichisstunden

Denkmaler in ihrem historischen und soziokulturellen Kontext ver-
stehen; Wertewandel und Wertkonflikte diskutieren; mit Komplexi-
tat und Ambiguitaten umgehen

Erinnerungskultur im Wandel, Symbaole, Black Lives Matter, Kolo-
nialismus, Antisemitismus

Texte, Fotos

© picture allionce ¢ empics | Joe Gllgéng
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Auf einen Blick

1./2. Stunde

Thema: Controversial monuments in the USA and the United Kingdom

M1la The Robert E. Lee Monument in Charlottesville, Virginia

M 1b Reactions to the Robert E. Lee controversy

M 2a The Cecil Rhodes Statue, Oxford

M 2b The controversy over the Cecil Rhodes Statue

IM1 Useful links and literature

Inhalt: Die Schillerinnen und Schiller setzen sich mit verschiedenen
um Denkmaler in den USA und GroBbritannien auseifiander.

Bendtigt: BeamerMhiteboard. bzw. OHP

3./4. Stunde

Thema:

M3

M 4

IM 2

Inhalt:

5./6. Stunde

Thema:

M5
Worthy of memorials?
Useful phrases for discussing monuments

Inhalt: Die Schilerinnen und Schiiler reflektieren und erweitern ihren Lern-
zuwachs.

Lernerfolgskontrolle

M & A “National Garden of American Heroes"? — Analysing a speech by
former President Trump
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The Robert E. Lee Monument in Charlottesville, Virginia M 1a

Some monuments bring people together, others divide them — like the Lee statue in Charlottesville,
Virginia (USA). Robert E. Lee (1807-1870) was the Confederate commander of the Army of Northern
Virginia and later "of all Southern armies” during the American Civil War {1861-1865). After the
defeat of the South, Lee accepted the end of slavery but opposed equality for African Americans. In
luly 2021, the Lee monument was taken down.

Task
Match the captions below to the photos and write down any questions you may have, Share your
results with a partner first and then with the whole class {think-pair-share).

Photo 1: Evopiestergidikimedio’ce bysa 2.0; Photo 2: Agnostic Preachers KidWikimedia cc by sa 4.0; Photo 3:
AgnosticPréacherskiaWikiime dio/co byo 4.0; Photo 4: picture allionce / REUTERS | BRIAN SNYDER

Captiofis

a) 2018: Policéein riot gear protect the Lee monument ahead of the first anniversary of the
Charlottesville “Unite the Right” rally.

b} 2017: makeshift memorial to Heather Heyer (32), who was killed when a 20-year-old man
smashed his car into counter-protesters in Charlottesville (the text in the centre, If vou're not
outraged, you're not paying attention, was Heyer's last post published on Facebook)

¢} 2017: White supremacists clash with police at "Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville,

d) 2017: Lee sculpture covered in black tarp following Heather Heyer's death
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_equality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
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M3 An Anti-Semitic carving in Wittenberg
The Town Church in Wittenberg is the place where Martin Luther used to preach. High up on its
facade is a 13" century "Jews’ sow” carving. It shows a rabbi looking under a sow’s tail and other
Jews drinking from its teats. The anti-lewish relief predates Luther, but the inscription from 1570,
“Rabini Schem HaMphoras”, is taken from one of his anti-Semitic writings. It refers to the name of
God, which in the Jewish tradition is considered too holy to say.
Tasks

‘8‘8 In small groups, prepare and practise the following role play, mediating the information yo

gathered from the material below: a German tourist guide shows a group of Ameri
the anti-Semitic carving on the facade of Wittenberg Town Church. The group incl
Lutherans.
1. Study the photos and passages below and make notes on the anti-lewish relief,
the controversy surrounding it.
You may also want to watch h
2. Indicate which one of these strategies (identified by Bob B
consulting firm) has been applied to deal with the controvers

al Do nothing.
b} Remove it.

¢} Move it to a less prominent public spac
d} Add markers to explain the complex hi

practise your conversafio
+ The tourist guide s : the “Jews' sow” controversy and the symbolism of
the cedar treg and th

“lews’ sow” carving
Fhotor © PosisaWikimedio Commons, CC 8534 4.0

63 RAAbIts Bilingual Geschichte April 2023

£ RAABE 2023


https://raabe.click/en_LaenderspiegelWittenberg

18 von 30

1.G.17 The Other Side of Modernity » Monuments that spark controversy

M5

How do we want to remember? Discussing controversial
monuments

Choose at least one of these tasks. Present your findings to the class (tasks 1 or 2), or perform your
conversation (task 3) or debate (task &) before the class.

Task 1

Think — Pair — Share: Say what you have learnt about:
al Monuments in changing societies,

bl Symboals,

¢} Heroes past and present,

Task 2

“For the past hundred years, it has transcended’ politics
threshold® of our country as an emblem of all that is g
Source: Auster, Paul Auster; Leviathan, Faber & Faber, London / Boston

1 (to) transcend: {to) go beyond — 2 threshold: here: int

Explain why, unlike the Robert E. Lee statuesgthe es not divide Americans.

Task 3

An American/British friend tells you aboiba controversial monument in his/her hometown.

K and ask for a comment?
iend about a controversial monument in Germany?

bols of the past?
With a partner: Write a conversation and act it out.

Task &

Debate the following motion: This House believes that monuments to historical figures should
remain.

Mote: There is a guide to this topic at;

https:/fraabe.clicklfen DebatingMonuments
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