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The other side of modernity

Postcolonial spaces — Current problems in
historical perspective

Mach einer Idee von Christoph Kunz

standing colonial designs on the region. She is now considered an em
many ativer countries.

Hustration: Pat Masioni u, a./Ope

B LUNESCO/ Edovard Joubeaud,

formeller Unabhdngigke - achdem Zweiten Weltkrieg hinaus. Der Viorgang betraf
ie Welt an sich —, sondern auch die Weltsicht, die ldeologie
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14 Unterrichtsstunden

Kompetenzen: 1. Sachkompetenz; 2. Methodenkompetenz; 3. Urteilskompetenz;
4. Handlungskompetenz

Methoden: Quellenanalyse, Diskussion

Thematische Bereiche: Kolonialismus und Imperialismus; postkoloniale Studien;
Meokolonialismus im 21, Jahrhundert
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Auf einen Blick

1./2. Stunde

Thema: Colonialism and imperialism

M1 Christopher Columbus and colonialism — A monument for an explorer

M2 Colonialism and imperialism — Controversy over monuments for explorers

M3 The First Rondel in Sanssouci Park, Potsdam - It used to be called
something else ...

Inhalt: Die Schiilerinnen und Schiiler lernen Erscheinungsformen des
Kolonialismus und Imperialismus ab der Wende zur frihen Neuzeit
kennen,

Bendtigt: Internet (M 1-M 3}

3./4. Stunde

Thema: Racism and education

M & The term “race” — Does the Basic Law ne ed?

M5 Colonialism and racism —The begi ean nsion

Mé Racism and Enlightenment — Was Imm st?

Inhalt: Die Lernenden setzen sich " auseinander und
diskutieren anhand von Kants Umgang mit diesem Begriff die Bedeutung
der Aufkldrung fir

Bendtigt: Internet (M &)

5./6. Stunde

Thema:

M7

M3

Inhalt: Die Schiilerinnen und Schiiler untersuchen die These, GroRbritannien habe
die Modernisierung Indiens entscheidend gepragt.

Bendtigt: Internet (M 7, M 8)
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7./8. Stunde
Thema:

ma

M1i0
M1l

Inhalt:

Beniitigt:

9./10. Stunde
Thema:

M1z
M13

Inhalt:

11./12. Stunde

Thema:

M 14
M15
M1i6

.J14. Stunde

ma:
M1z

Inhalt:

Postcolonialism

Edward Said's “The Other” — Postcolonialism and intellectual
decolonisation

Basic questions of postcolonial fields of research

Lumumba's tooth is “repatriated” — Decolonisation using the example of
Belgium

Die Lernenden erlautern die Fragestellungen postkolonialer Studien
lernen deren Anwendung kennen.

Internet (M 9, M 11)

Discussions of postcolonial issues in the pgésent

Die Schilerinnen und Schii
postkolonialer Studien a

Internet (M 12, M

e lernenden skizzieren eigene Ideen und erdrtern Achille Mbembes und
David van ReybroucksThesen zur Zukunft Afrikas und Europas.

On the “German idea” and the fall of the statues (LEK)
The “German idea” and the fall of the statues

Das Erlernte wird anhand zweier Originalguellen reflektiert.
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Colonialism and imperialism — Controversy over monuments
for explorers

Colonialism and imperialism are linked to European expansion, the beginning of which is usually
dated to 1492, the "discovery of America” by Columbus. In 2020, following pratests, the monument
in Schenley Park in Pittsburgh was covered up. A cultural commission was set up by the city to
discuss what to do with the statue,

Tasks

1. Read the text. Explain the terms “"colonialism” and "imperialism”.

2. Resarch Columbus’ four voyages. Explain the consequences for Spain and list the
discovered.

monuments for explorers from the age of colonialism.

The terms “colonialism” and “imperialism”

The term "colonialism” goes back to the Latin word ®
inhabit something. Accordingly, a colony is initia
context, the term refers to the non-Europea
Portugal, the Netherlands, Great Britain
century. Economic interests took centre
mission.
The term “imperialism” goes [ rd “imperare”, to command or rule, The
word "imperium” refers to an empireZln a narrower sense, the term refers to the expansion of
one’s own domain® into gihe lism at a broader sense refers to informal rule; for

“High Imper  period, European states strengthened and formalised their rule
over thei esistance to their “civilising mission”, seemingly legitimised by
“racial doctri v violence. This is where colonialism and imperialism intertwine.

of High Imperialism differs from the preceding phase of colonialism. In

sed and had a great demand for important raw materials. (3) Nation states had

been established in Europe, so that issues of prestige also became important. (4) Scientific and

echnological progress strengthened the belief in advancement and the ambition to spread it
orldwide. This hope for progress could also be observed to some extent among the colonised

people and, for a certain time, prevented resistance to the imperial powers.

Text by author

Vocabulary
1 domain: an area over which a person has control - 2 doctrine: set of beliefs, especially political or
religious ones that are taught and accepted by a particular group
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Colonialism and racism — The beginning of European expansion

The term "race” was rarely used until shortly before the beginning of the modern era around 1500.
Racist ideas spread, especially with the beginning of European expansion.

Task
Explain the connection between colonialism and racism at the beginning of European expansion.

The term “racism”

The linguistic origin of the term "racism” is not clear: the Latin word "radix” refers to the root,
also in the sense of origin or descent. Latin “ratio” is understood as the essence of a thing or
phenomenon. Regardless of the origin of the word, racism can be defined as a world view that
divides people into homogeneous groups based on external characteristics, such as skin colour.
Generalised or false traits and characteristics are attributed to the “races” constructed from this.

A brief history of the beginnings of racism

Racism, colonialism and imperialism are phenomena associated wit
1415, King John | of Partugal conquered Ceuta on the north-eas
important Muslim trading base in the western Mediterrane
the territory in order to capture gold and Black captives i
the prisoners sold in Western Europe had been Easter been stolen by
Ottaman invaders from the areas around the Black Sea. John lored the African
Atlantic coast by sea with six caravels’ and ret 1444 with 240 slaves. In
1453, the historian Gomes Eanes de Azurara wrote a
the sea voyages and the trade in African
of Spain, which had been under

Muslim rule since the 8th century. as the Reconguista, was the reason
and starting point for the n o completely Christianise Spain, i.e. to convert
the Jews and Muslims Livi . c faith. The category of "purity of blood” was
introduced to measure how ma ations people had already belonged to Christianity. As

most Muslims Le
categorised as 2
leading tothe e

Granada, it was primarily the Spanish Jews who were

te, the wo types of non-Christians in the secular state: on the one hand the
e not yet Christians, and on the other the heretics, who are no longer Christian.
ere to be distinguished by external aspects of behaviour, especially religious
and cultic practices. The temporal distinctions of “not yet” and "no longer” could also be related
to the degree of civilisation and cultivation, potentially serving as a justifications for slave trade.
Text by author

Vocabulary
1 caravel: a sailing ship — 2 secular: not having any connection with religion
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British rule in India — Analysis of an academic essay

How should we assess our own imperial past? This question is still the subject of controversial

debate in Great Britain today.

Tasks

1. Read the text, "Kolonialismus zwischen Modernisierung und Traditionalisierung. Die britische

Herrschaft in Indien” by Harald Fischer-Tiné, published in the journal “Aus Politik und
Zeitgeschehen” (APuZ) in July 2022: https:/fraabe.click/ApuZ-Indien. Then explain the term

"Memaory War”,

2. The text refers to the thesis that the British Empire was an agent of modernisation and

development in relation to India and other colonies,

a) Explain this thesis.

b) Work out from the text who supports this thesis.
3. Explain which assertion the text wants to test.
4. Which three aspects does the essay use to test the thesis? Take notes of your ans

rint

table below:
Aspect Result of the review
1
2
3

5. Foreach aspect mentioned in task 4, prov
are mostly English-language title

Title

hich the author refers. As these
an translation.

Translation

6. Finally, explain the author's conclusion regarding his key question.
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Excerpt from Edward Said's "Orientalism™
Die Strategie des Orientalismus fufdt fast durchgingig auf einer so flexibel
angelegten Position der Uberlegenheit, dass sie es dem Westler erlaubt, in allen
moglichen Beziehungen zum Orient stets die Oberhand zu behalten. [...| Der
Wissenschaftler, der Gelehrte, der Missionar, der Handler, der Soldat war im

5 Orient oder dachte Uiber ihn nach, weil er dies tun konnte, ochne mit grofierem
Widerstand der Betroffenen rechnen zu missen. Unter dem Titel der Orient-
Forschung und dem Schutz der seit dem spaten 18, Jahrhundert begriindeten
westlichen Hegemonie entstand ein komplexer Orient, gut geeignet fiir
akademische Studien, flr Exponate in Museen, fiir die Reorganisation in

10 Kolonialamtern, fiir theoretisches Anschauungsmaterial in Abhandlungen tGber
Menschund Welt.[...] Fernerberuhte dieimaginare Erforschung des Orientalischen
mehr oder weniger ausschliefflich auf einem Bewusstsein der westliche
Souverdnitat, aus dessen unangefochten zentraler Stellung erst eine orientalische

Welt resultierte — zunichst aufgrund allgemeiner Prinzipien dartber,

15 was als orientalisch zu gelten hatte, und dann nach einer spezielle
indes nicht einfach der empirischen Realitat folgte, sondern ei
Blindel von Bedirfnissen, Verdrangungen, Unterstellungen und

Text: Said, Edward W Orlentalismus. 5, Fischer Verlag, Frankfurt am Main 2012, pp. 16

Vocabulary
1 “The Other” (also “Otherness”): das “Othering”, die Alterisierung, die Fremd-Ma

\ag
¥
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Lumumba’s tooth is “repatriated” — Decolonisation using the
example of Belgium

The following text from a Swiss newspaper informs you about a dispute between the Republic of
Congo and the former colonial power Belgium,

Tasks

1. Explain what the dispute over a tooth and a finger is about.
If you need help, check out the vocabulary box below.

2. Find out what has happened to the tooth in the meantime:
https:/raabe.click/Kolonialismus-Lumumbas-Zahn

b) An article from the news magazine "Der Spiegel”, available at:
https:/raabe.click/Kolonialismus-Kongo-Geschichte.

3. Gather information on the independence of Congo. Research why Patrice Lumumba was .
murdered: https:/raabe.click/Kolonialismus-Ermordung-Lumumbas. Create a mind map that g
you can later use as the basis for a short presentation. b ;;.
4. Find out more about Congo under colonial rule. Check out the following sources: R
a) Anillustrated photo gallery with short texts can be found at: ) It
https://raabe.click/Kolonialismus-Kongo-Bilder; or in more detail: ]
A L

Wem gehiiren Zahn und Finger des Freiheitskampfers?
Juliana Lumumba hat den Kdnig von Belgien aufgefo lichen Uberreste
ihres Vaters Patrice Lumumba herauszugeben. wiederholten Mal.

LDas ist ein Schmerz, der nie verheilt” s er den Tod ihres
Vaters. Ein Schmerz, der mit den Jah urde. Auch weil es bis

Weil es jahrelang so aussah, als
man beerdigen konnte, Bis dann
schon kimpft die heute &
was vom Korper ihres i briggeblieben ist. Finger und Zahn witrden von den

hien” sbraucht, schrieb Juliana Lumumba jetzt

r nichts tibriggeblieben, was
Zahn auftauchten. Seit Jahren

10 belgischen Behord
-Eine Antwort wurde bisher nicht bekannt, was
mit seiner kolonialen Vergangenheit.

15 btk Kongo. 1960 kam er nach den ersten freien Wahlen ins
ahm das mit der Unabhangigkeit ziemlich wortlich. Bei seiner ersten
te er: Wer wird je die Massaker vergessen, in denen so viele unserer
Geschwisterumgekommen sind?” Dem anwesenden damaligen belgischen Konig
Baudouin sollen die Gesichtszlige entgleist sein. Er hatte sich mehr Dankbarkeit
20 gewinscht von seinen ehemaligen Untertanen, die in die Freiheit entlassen
wurden, nach vielen Jahren der Sklaverei und Millionen Toten.
Letztlich, so stellten es sich der Konig und viele westliche Staaten vor, sollte es
eine Freiheit unter vaterlicher Aufsicht sein, die den Kolonialmachten und den

USA weiter Zugang zu den unermesslichen Rohstoffen des Landes ermdoglichte,
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A term and its use — The word “Mohr” in German usage

In German-speaking countries, it is used to designate streets, places, fountains or pharmacies. It can
be found as a pictorial representation in coats of arms and advertising brochures: the term “Mohr”
(English: “Moor").

Tasks

1. Describe the origin of the word "Mohr” and its meaning.

2. Research specific examples of the use of the word as a name or part of a name online.

3. Explain how the use of the word as a name or part of a name in your example relates to the
origin and meaning of the word.

4. Compare different pictorial representations of a "Mohr” and name similarities or stereotypes
that are or were associated with this term.

The word “Mohr”

In Old High German and Middle High German, the word “mar” oder “mare” is documented as.a8
term for an inhabitant of Mauritania (Latin "maurus”) or North Africa. As early as the Middle Ages,
the term was also used in a generalised way to refer to peaple with dark skin.[The Middle High
German "hellemar” ("hell’s ear”) was used as a synonym for the devil, whowas imagined havinga
black skin colour. In the early modern period, the word "Mohr” was increasingly used ekelusivellyto
describe people from Africa with black skin colour.

Text by author

The figure ofithe “Mohrenbrunnen” in The "Sarotti Mohr” as an advertising figure
Schatfhalisen: a depiction of Kaspar, the for the chocolate company of the same
youngest of theMagi’, with a curved sword, ~ name (Cologne Chocolate Museum).

gold goblet and escutcheon?,

Photo: © Andreas Praefcke/Wikimedia Commaons OC Photo © Stephan Windmiiller/via Wikimedia

BY 3.0 Commans CCBY-54 3.0

Vacabulary

1the Magi: die Heiligen drei Kinige — 2 escutcheon: das Wappen(schild)
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