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People’s Revolutions

Popular Sovereignty? — How the French
Revolution struggled with liberty,
equality and brotherhood, 1789-1799

Dr. Jan Kulok
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In dieser Einheit werden sich die Lerne achen, Uer Ereignis- und Ideengeschichte,
der politischen Terminologie sowie mit ' ngen der Franzdsischen Revolution

auseinandersetzen. Dazu werden sie z hltes reprasentatives Quellenmaterial
unterschiedlicher Gattungeg eren aber auch Historikerdarstellungen lesen und
sich dabei etwas grunds e komplexe historische Vorgange linear struk-

turiert sprachlich darg n_befaSsen. Insofern lernen die Schiilerinnen und Schii-
ler in dieser Einheit sowo 3[4 ewgisch, sprachlich und auch ansatzweise geschichts-
philosophisch dazu.

3 Unterrichtsstunden bzw. 4 Doppelstunden

1. Analyse — Primdrquellen und Darstelungstexte analysieren;
2. Schreiben — einen historischen Darstellungstext verfassen;
3. Textverstandnis — Texte vergleichen

Neuere Geschichte, Franzdsische Revolution 1789-1799,
Geschichte Frankreichs

Zusatzmaterialien: Vokabelliste, Chronologie
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Auf einen Blick

1./2. Stunde

Thema:

M1
M2
M3
M 4
M5

“... one is above the will of all” — explaining the problems of the Ancien
Régime

Picturing the Revolution of 1789

The Ancien Régime revolving around problems

Abbé Sieyés’s pamphlet “Qu’est-ce que le tiers état?”
Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Enlightenment Philosoph
Writing an outline: The problems of France in early 1

3./4. Stunde

Thema:

M6
M7
M8
M9

“... that every privilege, every distinctiofy every exception shou

The Declaration of the Rights'o
Further major changes until 1791
Revolutionary Iconogr

5./6. Stunde

Thema:

M 10
M11
M12
M 13
M 14

M 15

2gainst its enemies” — trying to explain

icalisafyon of France after 1790

“The French Republic is immortal such as truth?” — assessing the French
Revolution

The Directory

Two historians’ views on the Directory

Three historians’ views on the French Revolution
Picturing (the) Revolution today
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M3 Abbé Sieyes’s pamphlet “Qu’est-ce que le tiers état?”

In January 1789 the clergyman Abbé Emmanuel-Joseph Sieyés, who had read m

following questions:
i — ‘What is the Third Estate? Everything.

— What has it been in the political order so far? Nothing.

| = What does it ask to be? To become something.’

QU"“EST-CE
£ LE TIERS.E

\“\'\ e //
\‘LE plan de cet Ecri

© RAABE 2020

. i e
2%, Qug-t-il éeé jufqu’a pré
politique :

3% Qued : gvenir quelque
chofe.

°. Ce qu'on auroit d# faire.

°. Enfin ce qui reffe & faire au Tiers pour
Indre 12’ place qui lui eft due.

A
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sk
Based on your results from the previous tasks, explain why this pamphlet found so many buyers
and why it had such a big impact.
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M5 Writing an outline: The problems of France in early 17
Outlining history — a skills file for dealing with the operator outline

Definition An outline is a clearly structured logical presentation of what happened. It tries to be

Why do historians
write outlines?

The elements
of an outline

as possible. It is not an assessment that passes judgement on the past. For an
writes an essay and not an outline.

be rather neutral. Nouns too
act of killing, of execution or of m
choose your words well.

1. Introduction: It stat®

Helpful phrases: To begu e start by saying — In the following text | will outline/
ogical look at —In this outline | will deal with the following topic

blishing simultaneity: while, as, parallel to, at the same time, simultaneously, during
 Establishing contrast: whereas, while, however, but
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Revolutionary Iconography M9

By 1791 the French Revolution had developed its own iconography (= images and symbols associated
with the revolution). For example, the red liberty cap represented emancipation because in Ancient
Rome liberated slaves wore this type of caps. In a way it can be compared to a meme in today’
Internet culture.

Decorative plate of presumably 1791, text elements
fatherland’; private collection, © Kulok

: “union, force, liberty,

Tasks
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The Directory 16

In late July 1794, with Robespierre dead, the Terror quickly resided. Surprisingly fast, the system of
the Reign of Terror was dismantled. The dictatorial committee rule was ended. Jacobin politicians
were purged. The Jacobin club was closed. France seemed to awake from a nightmare, sufferin
from revolutionary fatigue. However, the war against the alliance of counter-revolutionary Europe
monarchs such as Austria, Prussia, Britain and others continued. But at home in France, the non-

ghost lingered on. The Jacobins and their ideas of an egalitarian republic had not fully diSap
with the execution of Robespierre and the other leading Jacobins. So, the question w
should deal with the complex legacy of the French Revolution. Let us first tur
followed the fall of the dictatorship of the Jacobin-led Committee of Public Safet
chart describing the Directoire (Directory) as this system is called.

N

Napoleon closing down tFT€
‘Council of 50Q
Wikipedia.

ch gravure
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