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Absolutism and Enlightenment. Wie eine Philosophie die
europaischen Krafteverhaltnisse revolutionierte (S Il)

Dr. Bernd Klewitz, Marburg
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oren? Und welcher — Absolutismus und Aufklarung
ufklarerischen Stro- als Katalysatoren gesellschaftlicher
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ten vorgestellt. Die Schiiler erhalten aber auch
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denzen auseinanderzusetzen, die die demo-
kratischen Errungenschaften im Zeitalter der
Globalisierung infrage stellen oder gefahrden.
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M1 Concepts - “L'état ¢’est moi”

Read about the many faces of an absolute monarchy and its justification.

The founder of absolute monarchy: The reign of France’s Louis
XIV (1638-1715), known as the Sun King, lasted for 72 years,
longer than that of any other known European sovereign. In that
time, he transformed the monarchy, ushered! in a golden age of art
and literature, presided over a dazzling royal court at Versailles,
annexed key territories and established his country as the dominant
European power.

His absolute reign and lavish? lifestyle were imitated by many
European rulers, namely Frederick II (the Great) and his Sanssouci
Palace in Potsdam.

Source: https://www.history.com/topics/france/louis-xiv.

dander the Great

lete power is held by
part of the nation or
no¥egal, electoral, or other
rope saw any true absolutist
st common theory used to
f kings,” which derived from

a centralized sovereign individual, with no checks o
government. In effect, the ruling individual has “ab
challenges to that power. In practice, historians
governments, or how far certain governmen

alances from any o
te” .

as one of absolutism and inequalities, not a
aged liberal ideas and open criticism. When the

ol Russia with a tight fist. A network of spies and
infiltrated every part of the nation. The government was

eillance made sure that any liberal ideas were suppressed.
osc who spoke against the tsar or the government were promptly
deported to Siberia. Nicholas I regarded himself as the guardian*
gainst revolutions
rce: Wulf, Andrea (2015): The Invention of Nature. London: John Murray
ublishers, p. 72.

Tsar Nich@as | (1796-1855

Annotations

1 to usher in: to begin - 2 lavish: excessive — 3 unlimited: lacking any controls — 4 guardian: watchman
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M9 Europe under Pressure - the French Revolution

The French Revolution in its early days had as its aim the
creation of a constitutional monarchy like England’s. The
reformers got their chance because in the 1780s the mon-
arch was close to bankruptcy. The leaders of the assem-
bly (Estates General— National Assembly 1789) were men
of the Enlightenment; they had very clear liberal and ega-
litarian® principles. Their slogan was “liberté, egalité et
fraternité”. The assembly issued its manifesto under the
title Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen;
these were rights not just for the French, they were rights
for all mankind.

But only within four years
the guillotine; when Rob
same way, even though
and executed. Moderat
to keep out the comm

tabilise the revolution,
supporters of a return to
e government had to use
force against bot rvive and lost all credibility.

Maximilien de Robespierre

(1758-1794)
Although historians are agree tion started in 1789, they are divided on
when it ended. A few historia < ac an end®n 1795 with the creation of the Directory,

some argue for an end in 1799 w e the Consulate, while many more agree on in
1802, when Napoleon Bonaparte E il for Life, or 1804 when he became Emperor.
Some continue to the restoration of

Pre-1789

social and politig Slagmtal i France, financial crisis in the 1780s, caused by bad

ont and royal over-spending, financial dent by French
0 Revolutionary War, king and his ministers are desperate for a way
o historical gatherings of subjects for support

handling, poor reve€
contribution to the Ame
to raise taxes ,

jive the king consent® to sort out finances, controversy about whether
> equally or proportionally; the Estates General takes radical action,
ive Assembly and seizing sovereignty; tearing down the old regime

easy with his role in the revolution and vice versa; attempt to flee undermines his
reputati ond revolution occurs, as Jacobins and sansculottes® force the creation of a
French Republic; king is executed; Legislative Assembly replaced by the new National
Convention
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M 12 Restoration in Europe — the Congress of Vienna

The Congress of Vienna (1814-1815) was a conference of the representatives of
European states. Their purpose was to reorganise Europe after the Napoleonic

Map of Europe after the Congress of Vienna

Boundary of the German
Confederation, 1815
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M 14B The Legacy — Human Rights and Migration

The UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

and
formulated.
about
calle

Eleanor Roosevelt with a copy of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

United Nations’ Global Compact for Safe, Ord

There are few moments in history where the wo
the promise of improving the lives of millions of peo
has now been released® after two years i
non-governmental organizations, and

devise! a new plan that holds
Compact? on Refugees — which
member states, intergovernmental and
will be formally adopted by the UN

.. , Special Representative of the Secretary-General for International
onf/migration/assets/pdf/GCM-Statements/closingremarksarbour.pdf 11/12/2018)

ne the historical and current context of the two documents concerning
hy the GCM would be regarded as a completion of the Universal

tackle: to deal with — 5 allocation: set apart for special purposes
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