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~Black Lives Matter!” — Die Rassenunruhen in den
anhand unterschiedlicher Textsorten erschliel3en (Kl

Ekkehard Sprenger, Preetz

M 1 What happened in Ferguson? - Approachip

The USA’s society still has to deal with prejudice and racism
because of the country’s history of slavery and segregation. F
a new discussion about racism.

© Thinkstock/iStock Editorial

noc Demonstrators are lying

Peaceful protest in New Ya _
inal to protest the death of Michael Brown.

on the floor of Grand Central

The shooting of Mich

On 9 August, 2014 Mi
was shot at least six ti
stealing cigarillos at a super
Brown and Wilsop_had a viole
5 how exactly t ing happe
would not hg

police’s treatment of African Americans started.
nd jury decided not to indict Officer Wilson, protests
oke out in Ferguson and in many other cities in the USA.

aas from the streets which included looting, cars set on fire
g gunshots and using tear gas. Though there were also
demonstrating in Ferguson's streets, Governor Jay Nixon
pmergency.

he text and note down aspects you find especially tragic or worrying.

the aspects you chose with a partner.

prejudice: das Vorurteil — segregation: die Rassentrennung — 1 unarmed: unbewaffnet — 8 grand
jury: part of the legal system in some states of the US: a group of citizens decides if a case should
be given a trial in court — 8 to indict so.: jmndn. anklagen — 10 to loot: pliindern — 11 riot gear: die
Schutzausriistung — 13 to declare a state of emergency: den Notstand erklaren — 14 civil rights:
die Blirgerrechte
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only see the key element; t K ed. In groups of three, imagine
you are the person in the photG scrlbe the situation and take notes. Answer

these questions:

— What can you sead

Describe what happened
scribe the events in the order they happened.
e a brief summary

Conclude your report by giving a brief summary of the events.

© REUTERS/Stephen Lam
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M 3 The Civil Rights Movement - the black fight for equa
treatment

Civil rights leader Dr Martin Luther King Jr. said in his famous speegh about
racism in 1963, “l have a dream that one day this nation will rise up a
meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident; that
equal ...”” Find out more about African Americans’ fight for equaltreatm
Rights Movement.

the Civil

A. Approaching the text

< DOWN WALLS. BUT IT CANNOT
DB BELONGS TO YOU AAID ME

JUSTICE THURGO:

MAaURITIUS IMAGES Im
Virginia Giil Rights Tromor o he
picture your vision.

The photo shows the Civil F ial in Ri#hmond, Virginia. Describe and interpret
the sculpture.

7, black children tried to enrol at the previously all white
A rkansas An angry mob gathered to prevent them. [...] So began a long
ation. It was still going on more than thirty years later.

» strictly segregated southern city of Montgomery, Alabama. She took a seat
bus, as blacks were supposed to do. But then white workers and shoppers

4 not be treated in that way. She refused to move.

arks was arrested. But the black people of Montgomery supported her. [...] They started a
bon to end segregation on buses. Led by a young clergyman named Martin Luther King, they
top using, or “boycott”, the city’s bus services. The boycott went on for a year. Finally, in
956, the Supreme Court declared that segregation on public buses was unconstitutional.
Montgomery’s public transport system was desegregated [...].

A climax of the Civil Rights Movement came in 1963. On a hot August day 200,000 people,
black and white, took part in a mass demonstration in Washington to demand full racial equality.
In a moving and dramatic speech, Martin Luther King told millions of Americans watching their
televisions all over the country: “I have a dream [...]”
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Awareness — What do you know?

People of all ethnicities and ages in every part of the USA have hit their limit. They will not sit on

the sidelines after the Minneapolis police killing of George Floyd on 25 May 2020.

A. Approaching the topic - a KWL chart

Tasks

What do you know about racial relation-
ships in the USA? Think of what you see,

hear and read in the media.

1. Work in small groups. Use a KWL chart
to fill in the column "What | know" (K).

2. Individually, write questions on what
you want to know (W) about the situa-
tion in the USA into the chart.

B. Protests across the country

Tasks

3. Here is a picture taken
during a demonstration
against racial injustice in
Portland, Oregon.

a) Working in small groups,
study the picture for
what it shows and what
not. Make notes. Con-
sider these things:

e  What do you
see/hear/smell/fe

e What was
when the pj

b) Use your notes and O¥

several times.

optimistic.

'-3'[§ /BLM"K
<) PROUD

ot in the photograph?
age of the scene to a partner. Change partners

KWL Chart - Black Lives Matter
What | know What | want to learn What | have learne
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M2 #BlackLivesMatter

This is what a Portland resident said about the killing of George Floyd: “Every time
Facebook page, each new post about the unjust death of Ahmaud Abery, Breonna
now George Floyd further dims my hope of a just and humane world. The cycl
George Floyd's last words, “I can't breathe,” have been haunting me. Those*wo
sitting in my heart, making it harder to breath.”

Tasks

1. Read the list below. What does it say and what does it want

I have privileges as a white person because I can do all of the

things without thinki
I can go jogging (#AmaudArbery)

I can relax in the comfort of my own home (#BothemSean and #
I can ask for help after being in a car crash (#JonathanF
I can have a cellphone (#StephonClark)

I can leave a party to get to safety (#JordanEdwar
I can sell CDs (#AltonSterling)

I can sleep (#AiyanaJones and #breonataylor),
I can walk from the corner store (#¥MikeBrow

I can play cops and robbers (#TamirRi

gmatic Mahogany/Arzu, Melissa: DSE Magazine, found at: https.//www.face-
agazine/posts/1138215909881318 [last access: 06/07/2020].

oose three of the hashtags from the list above and research the story behind the

names. Takes notes.

b) Prepare a presentation of your research results. It is important to have a clear objective
for your presentation. Do you want to inform, influence behaviour, or provoke feelings?
What is your take-home message?

8 3. Take a minute to reflect a black person’s experience today. Share your thoughts with some-
o one else in the class.
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