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Canada at a glance – country fact sheets

Von Andrea Sach, Hamburg

Kanada ist das flächenmäßig zweitgrößte Land 

der Erde. Zwei Drittel der nur rund 38 Millio-

nen Einwohner leben in den drei großen 

 Metropolen, Toronto, Montreal und Vancouver. 

Kanada ist seit Jahren eines der beliebtesten Ein-

wanderungsländer weltweit. Auch im Rahmen 

der aktuellen europäischen Flüchtlingsproble-

matik und der Diskussion über die Immigrations-

politik der EU gerät Kanada verstärkt in den 

Fokus der Berichterstattungen. Und nicht zuletzt 

pflegen die Bundesrepublik Deutschland und 

Kanada seit Jahrzehnten gute und harmonische 

Geschäftsbeziehungen.

In dieser Unterrichtseinheit erweitern Ihre Schü-

ler ihr landeskundliches Wissen zum Thema 

„Kanada“. Sie erfahren Interessantes über Geo-

grafie, Geschichte, Bevölkerung und Wirtschaft 

des Landes. Zudem beschäftigen sie sich mit 

kanadischer Business-Etikette und erweitern so 

ihre interkulturelle Kompetenz.

Das Wichtigste auf einen Blick

Kompetenzen

– das landeskundliche Wissen über  

Geschichte, Geografie, Gesellschaft  

und Politik Kanadas erweitern

– Geschäftsgepflogenheiten in Kanada  

kennen

– Fakten zur wirtschaftlichen Situation  

Kanadas und den Geschäftsbeziehungen  

zu Deutschland kennen

– Sachtexten Informationen entnehmen

– die interkulturelle Handlungsfähigkeit  

erweitern 

Dauer

6 Schulstunden (+ Test)

Niveau

B1

Ihr Plus

eine farbige Landkarte von Kanada auf Folie 
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Wer oft mit kanadischen Geschäftspartnern zusam-
menarbeitet, sollte gut über deren Heimatland infor-
miert sein.
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Verlaufsübersicht

1./2. Stunde: Basic facts about Canada

Material Verlauf

M 1 Test your knowledge! – A Canada quiz / anhand eines Lückentextes mit Antwort-
möglichkeiten das Vorwissen zum Thema „Kanada“ reaktivieren und erweitern

M 2 Check your answers! – Facts about Canada / die Antworten von M 1 mittels 

kurzer Info-Texte überprüfen

M 3 Did you know? – Get to know some Canadian oddities / anhand eines Lücken-
textes ausgewählte kuriose Fakten zu Kanada erarbeiten

M 4 Find the solution word! – A crossword puzzle / die in der Stunde erarbeiteten 
Inhalte durch ein Kreuzworträtsel weiter festigen 

Stundenziel: Die Schüler reaktivieren und erweitern ihr Vorwissen zum Thema „Kanada“.

3. Stunde: Provinces and territories – about Canada’s geography

Material Verlauf

M 5, OHP A map of Canada / die Provinzen und Territorien Kanadas mithilfe von kurzen 

Beschreibungstexten auf einer politischen Karte des Landes eintragen

M 6 The Canadian provinces and territories – fact sheet / Beschreibungstexte zu 
den einzelnen Provinzen und Territorien Kanadas

Stundenziel: Die Lernenden haben einen Überblick über die geografische Lage Kanadas.

4. Stunde: Multi-ethnic society – about the history of immigration

Material Verlauf

M 7 On the move – about the history of immigration to Canada / wichtige Eckdaten 
der Immigrationsgeschichte Kanadas anhand eines Sachtextes erarbeiten

Stundenziel: Die Schüler kennen die wichtigsten Eckdaten der Einwanderungsgeschichte 
Kanadas und verstehen, warum Kanada heute ein multikulturelles Land ist.

5. Stunde: Business affairs – about Canada’s economy

Material Verlauf

M 8 Internet research about Canada’s economic situation / grundlegende Fakten 
zur wirtschaftlichen Situation Kanadas im Rahmen einer Mediationsübung her-
ausarbeiten

Stundenziel: Die Lernenden kennen die wichtigsten Fakten zur wirtschaftlichen Situation 
Kanadas.

6. Stunde: How to behave in Canada – about Canadian business etiquette

Material Verlauf

M 9 Canadian business etiquette – an interview with an expert / sich mithilfe eines 
Interviews mit kanadischer Business-Etikette vertraut machen

Stundenziel: Die Schüler wissen, worauf man bei Geschäftsbeziehungen mit Kanadiern 

 achten sollte.

Auf der CD RAAbits Englisch Berufliche Schulen (CD 18) befinden sich alle Materialien im 

veränderbaren Word-Format sowie Zusatzmaterialien.
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Materialübersicht

1./2. Stunde Basic facts about Canada

M 1 (Qz) Test your knowledge! – A Canada quiz

M 2 (Tx) Check your answers! – Facts about Canada

M 3 (Ws) Did you know? – Get to know some Canadian oddities

M 4 (Ws) Find the solution word! – A crossword puzzle

3. Stunde Provinces and territories – about Canada’s geography

M 5 (Tr,Ws) A map of Canada

M 6 (Tx) The Canadian provinces and territories – fact sheet

4. Stunde Multi-ethnic society – about the history of immigration

M 7 (Ws) On the move – about the history of immigration to Canada

5. Stunde Business affairs – about Canada’s economy

M 8 (Me) Internet research about Canada’s economic situation

6. Stunde How to behave in Canada – about Canadian business etiquette

M 9 (Ws) Canadian business etiquette – an interview with an expert

Vocabulary Talking about Canada (M 10)

Test  Test your knowledge on Canada (M 11)

Bedeutung der Abkürzungen

Me: Mediation; Qz: Quiz; Tr: Transparency; Tx: Text; Ws: Worksheet

 

Minimalplan

Sie haben nur zwei Stunden zur Verfügung? So können Sie die wichtigsten Inhalte erarbeiten:

1. Stunde: Basic facts about Canada M 1 und M 2

2. Stunde: Canadian business etiquette M 9

Zusatzmaterialien auf CD

Zusatz_Flagge_Kanada  (farbige Nationalflagge Kanadas zum Ausdrucken)

M1_Zusatz_einfach  (Lückentext mit weniger Auswahlmöglichkeiten)

Zusatz_interesting_facts  (zusätzliche Internetrecherche u. a. zum Motto Kanadas)
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Test your knowledge! – A Canada quiz

Find out what you already know about Canada.

 

Task: Fill in the gaps with the appropriate words on the right.

Canada is the  largest country in the world. It’s 

almost thirty times larger than Germany.
second • third • fifth

Canada stretches more than  kilometres from the 

Atlantic Coast in the east to the Pacific Coast in the west and it’s 

more than 4500 kilometres from the most southern point up to the 

most northern point, Cape Columbia in the Arctic Ocean.

1500 • 3000 • 5500

But Canada´s population is only  million. 90 • 55 • 38

Most Canadians – and this is more than three-quarters – live in a 

 kilometre wide belt1 in the south of the country.
200 • 500 • 1000

The capital of Canada is . It has 0.9 million  

inhabitants and is situated in Canada´s east. It’s less known than 

the largest Canadian cities:  (5.2 million) and 

 (3.5 million) in the east, and   

(1.4 million) in the west.

Montreal • Toronto • 

Ottawa • Vancouver

Canada’s official head of state is the . 
Prime Minister • UK 

monarch2 • General 

Govenor 

The official languages of Canada are  and 

.

English • Spanish • 

French

Canada´s national animal is the  … bear • beaver3 • eagle4

… and its national symbol is the .
white star • maple leaf5 • 

oak tree6 

The national sport in Canada is .
football • ice hockey • 

rugby

Thanks to its natural resources such as oil, gas and diamonds, 

Canada ranges amongst the world’s top  economies. 
5 • 10 • 12

Its currency7 is called the Canadian . Peso • Pound • Dollar 

Vocabulary

1 belt: hier: die Zone – 2 monarch: das Staatsoberhaupt, der/die Monarch/-in – 3 beaver: der Bieber – 4 eagle: der Adler –  
5 maple leaf: das Ahornblatt – 6 oak tree: die Eiche – 7 currency: die Währung

M 1
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Did you know? – Get to know some Canadian oddities

Here are some oddities1 about Canada you have probably not heard of before.

Did you know that …

1.  … distances in Canada are often given in flight or driving hours rather than in kilometres or 

miles because of the large  of the country?

2.  … the Trans-Canada Highway is the third longest 

 in the world and that it tra-

vels through all the ten provinces and is more 

than 8000 km long?

3.  … in the northern territories (Nunavut, Yukon and 

Northwest Territories) the number plates2 on 

the cars have the shape of  a ?

4.  … there are so many  people 

living in Vancouver that the city is humorously called “Hongcouver” (from Hongkong)?

5.  … you often hear Canadians say “I‘m Chinese Canadian“ or “I’m   

Canadian“ to show where they or their ancestors3 come from?

6.  … Canadians call their national  “hockey” and not “ice hockey” as in other 

 countries? 

7.  … the town “Kitchener” in Ontario was named “Berlin” before World War II and that it hosts 

the biggest “Oktoberfest” outside ?

8.  … the light bulb4, the zip5, the , the mobile phone and the game “basket-

ball” were  invented6 in Canada?
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Number plate of the Northwest Territories

Tasks

1.  Read the sentences and fill in the gaps with words from the box below. Tip: Not all words fit.

polar bear7 • Germany • telephone • size • sea • Canada • sport • Chinese • road • Indian • beaver

2.  Quiz: Questions and answers

 Step 1: In groups of four, write questions about “Canadian facts“ that you 

have learned so far. Use question words (What? Who? Which? Where? When? 

How?).

 Step 2: Now the different groups play against each other. Take turns to ask 

the other groups your questions. The person to raise his/her hand first 

answers the question in full sentences. The group that has answered the most 

questions correctly is the winner.

Vocabulary

1 oddity: die Besonderheit, die Kuriosität – 2 number plate: das Nummernschild – 3 ancestor: der/die Vorfahr/-in –  

4 light bulb: die Glühbirne – 5 zip: der Reißverschluss – 6 to invent sth.: etw. erfinden – 7 polar bear: der Eisbär

M 3
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Find the solution word! – A crossword puzzle

Complete the crossword puzzle about Canadian facts.

Task: Fill the gaps below to complete the crossword and reveal the name  

of one of Canada´s most famous animals and where it lives.

 1.  Canada has a  with the United States. 

 2.  One of Canada´s national symbols is the maple .

 3.  Canada´s capital city is . 

 4.  One of the northern territories is called .

 5.  The most famous sport in Canada is .

 6.  Canada´s currency is the Canadian . 

 7.  The large white animal whose shape is also on the number plates of some cars is called a 

 bear.

 8.  One of the practical things that were invented in Canada is the  phone.

 9.  A huge country north of the border of the USA is called .

10.  Another word for huge is .

11.  One of Canada’s official languages is .
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Solution word:

           

M 4

©
 T

h
in

k
s
to

c
k
/H

e
m

e
ra

©
  T

h
in

k
s
to

c
k

VO
RA
NS
IC
HT



VO
RA
NS
IC
HT

II 11 von 24Business communication: speaking • 28 Canada

18  RAAbits Englisch  •  Berufliche Schulen  •  Februar 2016

A
 m

a
p

 o
f 

C
a
n

a
d

a T
a
s
k
: 
L
a
b

e
l 
th

e
 p

ro
v
in

c
e
s
 a

n
d

 t
e
rr

it
o

ri
e
s
 o

f 
C

a
n

a
d

a
 i
n

 t
h

e
 m

a
p

.

M 5

VO
RA
NS
IC
HT



VO
RA
NS
IC
HT

II 19 von 24Business communication: speaking • 28 Canada

18  RAAbits Englisch  •  Berufliche Schulen  •  Februar 2016

Canadian business etiquette – an interview with an expert

Your company is preparing for an appointment with a potential Canadian business partner. Your 

boss has asked you to find information about Canadian business etiquette1 and write an info-sheet 

for your colleagues.  In  the  international business magazine ProBiz you  found this  interview with  
Dr Steven Beaver, a communication expert.

ProBiz:  Hello, Dr Beaver, thanks for coming and telling us about 

 Canadian business etiquette.

Dr B.: Good morning.

ProBiz:  What are the basic rules we must know about when doing 

business with Canadians?

Dr B.: Well, first of all, remember that although Canada and the USA 

have a friendly relationship, Canadians don’t like to be 

 confused2 with US Americans, only because they live on the same continent and speak  

the same language. The USA broke with the “old world” radically about 200 years ago, 

whereas Canada held on to3 European politics. As you might know, the Queen of England is 

still Canada´s head of state.

ProBiz:  You talked about language in Canada.

Dr B.: Yes. But first let me talk a bit about some more rules.

ProBiz:  Yes, sure, go ahead.

Dr B.: In Canada, a good first impression is very important. So in order to present your company 

as being reliable4 and honest5 you should make sure you´re properly dressed. Relatively 

conservative suits6 for men and a business dress7 or a trouser suit8 for women are standard 

in the larger cities. After the first meeting, though, many companies allow a casual  

business dress.

ProBiz:  How about the handshake we are used to in Germany?

Dr B.: It’s the same in Canada. At the first meeting, you shake hands. You should keep in mind 

that Canadians are generally rather private and reserved and tend to value9 their personal 

space. So leave at least an arm´s length of space between you and your business partner.

ProBiz:  Is this the same in the French speaking part of the country?

Dr B.: That’s an important point: In Québec you will more often see people give 

each other kisses on the cheeks10 when greeting. The French speaking 

Canadians tend to be less reserved, but a handshake on the first meeting 

is the normal procedure there, too. So don´t start  kissing when you see 

someone for the first time …

ProBiz:  I guess that would be a bad idea. But you mentioned the two languages. 

Which is the Canadian business language? English or French or both?

Dr B.: Most international business is done in English. But if you exchange 

 business cards – usually done after having introduced yourselves  

– you should make sure you have your business cards ready in both 

 languages, English and French. The same applies to11 any product label12 

or manuals13 your company might want to put on the market there. You 

will find those in both languages all over Canada.

Vocabulary

1 etiquette: die Umgangsformen – 2 to confuse so. with so.: jmdn. mit jmdm. verwechseln – 3 to hold on to sth.: an etw. 

festhalten, sich an etw. orientieren – 4 reliable: zuverlässig – 5 honest: ehrlich – 6 suit: der Anzug – 7 business dress: hier:  

das Kostüm – 8 trouser suit: der Hosenanzug – 9 to value sth.: auf etw. Wert legen – 10 cheek: die Wange – 11 to apply to 

sth.: für etw. gelten – 12 product label: das Etikett – 13 manual: die Gebrauchsanweisung

M 9
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Top tip: business 
cards in English 
and French
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